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And this ts the aſſurance Which wee hane 


in him, that it ake any thing decor: 


ding to his wil]. bee heareth vs. 


: e ſcope ofthe holy Apoſtle 
57 FrM\8) in this chapter,is to ſer forth 
le. &f ſome of thoſeprincipall pri- 
7 1 viledges wee haue by Iecſus 
2b Chriſt, One maine princi- 
aj pall(which is thegreateſt of 
all the reſt) is, that through 
'him we haue eternall life; And therefore(ſaith 
he) know this, that when you haue the Sonne 
once,you haue life: in 12, ver. He that hath the 
| Sonne bath life,and he that hath not the Sonne hath 
vt life. Therefore (ſaith hee) haue I written 
this Epiſtle to you for this purpoſe, that you 
might conſider well what gaine you haue b 
Chriſt Telus: Theſe things have 1 written, ( faith 
hee) inthe verſes before this that I haue read 
'vnto you, to you that beleene in the name of the 
: Sonne of God,that you may know that you haue eter- 
nal life: After this hee names another great 
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| priviledge, that we have by Chriſt, which is | 


— ——————— 


fords vs,is, 


this, mentioned in this verſe, that I baue noyy | 
rcad vnto you: This (faich he)is in him: 7h;; 
1/ſurance, that whatſoever wee aske according ty | 
hu will, hee hearethvs: For that is the ſecond 
great priviledge we haue by Chriſt, we ſhall be | 
heard in all our requeſts: ir1s no more bur aske 
and hauc, put vp what petition you will,if you 
be in Chriſt once,you haue this afſurance,thar | 
hee hearcth you : bur hee delivers ic with this | 
condition, you mult firſt bein him: Wee hage | 
this aſſurance tn him((aith lie) that i wee acke 4; 
thing, according to his will, be heareth vs, $5 that 
you ſee, hcre are two plaine points lying evi. 
dently before vs. 

1 That except a man bein Chriſt, hee muſt 
not, hce ought nor apply to himſelte any of } 
theſe ſpirituall priviledges. that wee haue by 
him: if we be in Chriſt, this and all other are 
ours; if youbein Chriſt (faith hee) then you | 
haue that aſſurance, for we haue thar aſſurance 
in him. The ſecond point that the verſe af. 


2 That whatſoever is in Chriſt, whatſoever 
he askes he ſhall haue it. Now my full intenti- 
on was, only to haue handled that which is 
mainly aimed at in this verſc,tor the other you 
ſce is more touched by the way, which is this 
great priviledge that belongs to all Chriſtians, 
that whatſoever they aske in prayer according 


to the will of God, they ſhall be heard in it: 
But | 


i 
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on the Sacrament. 3 


But becaufe I vnderſtand you had a Sacrament 
| 2ppointed for this day, I haue altered a little 
-5ar courſe; .the hearing of that hath ſomewhar 
| {iverred mee, and cauſed me at this time to 
.yaig vpon the other point which Inamed to 
ou, tharexcept amanbe in Chriſt,hee ought 
- apply any priviledge ro him(clfc jt hee 
| be 'Ifay , all belongs to hum. When you come 
| torecciue the Sacrament, It is a very great pri. 
le :dgc to come to medle with thole holy my- 
teries, ro haue thoſe Symboles given to you 
of the loue and favour of God in Chriſt, but 


yet you muſt remember this, that except you 
2e in Chriſt, you haue nothing to doe with | 
[| nim , and therefore it isa fitte and neceſſary | 
F -oint for this ſeaſon : for when the Apoſtle | 
| would giuc directions tothe Corinth. what they | 
ſhould doe, to prepare themſeclues to the Sa- | 
crament, that they may be worthy _ ers; | 
hee giues irin this ſhort precept : Lez every 
mn < ſaith hee) examine himſelfe, by lo let hw | 
ate this bread and drinke this cup, Now what is a 
man to examine himſelfe of : ſurcly all chat | 
:ome to the Lords Tabie, are to examine | 
-hemſelves concerning chelerwo thin gs: 

1 Whether he be 1h 1 Chriſt, and ſo whether 
1c hath any right at all ro come ncere to him 
in that holy ordinance, 

2 Though he be in Chriſt, yet he muſt exa- 
mine himſclfe , whether hee be particularly | 


prepared , quickned, and fitted, whether his | 
| B 2 heart * 
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heart be pur into ſuch a trance of grace,whe. 
ther it be ſo faſhioned as ic ought to be,when 
hee comes to the immediate performance 
of ſuch a duty as that is, Now becauſe [ 
handle this point, bur onely for this parti. 
cular occaſion, I will not enter into ſuch a 
manner of handling of it, as I was wont to doc 
at other times, but only take vp ſo much of it as 
may ſerue for the preſent occaſton, Therefore 
when Iay this to you. That except a man bee 
ic Chriſt , he ought notto take any priviledge 
to himſelfe: we will doe theſe 2 things ; r Ex- 
hort every man to conſider whether hee be in 
Chriſt: for that is the preſent queſtion which 
any mans heart would aske, when hee heares 
this propounded. Why then if all the privi- 
ledges be ſuſpended vpon my being in Chriſt, 
my maine buſineſſe is to examine that,whether 
[ be in Chriſt or no. 2 Secondly if a man be in 
Chriſt, yet he may be ſuſpended by ſome in- 
terveniall finne, and ſome 1interveniall diſpoſi. 
tion-of minde, & heart,that may grow on him, 
from injoying, & from having the preſent fruir 
and benefit, of that priviledge that belongs to 
him ; Therefore I ſay, firſt wee will doe this, 
giue yourules to examine your ſelues whether 
you be in Chriſt or no. Ir is very vſefull to all 
that now are torecciue, or at any other time; 
its viefull you know too, not only vpon ſuch 
an occaſton as this, but vpon all occaſions, and 
therefore a point , though peculiarly belon. 
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on the Sacrament. 


21ng to this time being taken vp for the prepa- 
ration for the Sacrament, yet ſay is vſefull ro 
all, and therefore we may the more boldly ven. 
ture vpon it, and you ought to attend it more 
diligently: I will giue you bur theſe two maine 
notes or rules by which you ſhall try it. Who- 
ſoever is inChriſt there mult paſſe a double act: 
one on our part, another on Chriſts part , cA7y 
beloved is mine, and I am hts, we take Chriſt and 
Chriſt takesvs;whereſoever you find theſe two 
acts, ſuch a man is in Chriſt: There muſt be an 
act on our part, ſomething the heart and mind 
of a man muſt doe totake and receiue Chriſt, 
Secondly the Lord ſends and purs forth ſome. 
thing of his, an act of his, he doth ut forth an 
a of the Holy Spirit ,, whereby he compre- 
hends vs, and takes vs. Now it thou finde in 
thy ſelfe theſe two, that the heart hath exerci- 
ſed that ad of taking the Lord Teſus; Secondly 
that he hath ſent forth a vertue & put forth an 
a of his totake thee, & to comprehend thee, 
then certainly thou art in Chriſt,and if it be ſo, 
all the priviledges belong to thee, if not, thou 
haſt.nothing to doc with this holy Sacrament. 
Now for that a&t which is on our part, it is but 
this, you muſt conſider theſe things, 

1 Whether you make Chriſt your chicfeſt 
Excellency. 

2. Whether you make him your chiefeſt 
Treaſure. 

3 Whether you make him your chicfcſt 79» 
B 3 and 
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1. Your chicfeſt Pefuzeto whom your hearts 
retire on occaſions; 

5 Whether you ſer him vp in your hearts 
for the chiefeſt Commanier, 

My Beloved, it you finde all this done by 
you, then out of doubr, Chriſt belongs to you: 
They are all ſeveral! | burthey mectin one 
centure , and ſerue 'rogether to make yp 
one rule ofriall to you, ro know whether you 
hauc tooke Chriſt to you or no, and I will han 
dle them all diſtin&ly as L haue named tem 
vnto you, 

x Therefore conſider whether Chriſt be thy 
chicfeſt Excellency , tor it is naturall to every 
man to ſecke ſome excellency or other. Indeed 
beaſts, ſothey may haue that which is neceſla- 
ry for the life of nature & ſervice, it is enough 
tor themzand it may be ir is enough for all bru 
tiſh men , whole {oules are buried jn their by. 
dyes chat are but ſepulchres of men, in whom 
that ſpe&acle of excellency which is rational, 
that belongs to a man, is quenched in ſenſuali- 
ty, And theſe men it may be lecke no excel. 
lency at all, bur ſoe they may liue in pleaſures, 
lo they may haue that which belongs to their 
bodies, and to this preſent life it is enough for 
them. - But of a man that hath any thing of a 
man in him, as he is a man, ſoa man I ſay con- 
| ſidered intheſe higher parts of his ſoule, his 
mindand his will; he ſcekes another excellency 

ſurable 
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ſurable to this part: he ferues a higher, a more 
difficult, a more ſpirituall, immateriall ſub- 
ſtance, ſuch as the ſoule is, and according as 
mens mindes are of divers faſhions, ſoa man is 
in a way of ſeckeing ſeverall excellencics, for 
himſelte yea according to their different ages, 
Children delight in childiſh things, and ſo doe 
\men likewiſe, from whom this childiſhnes is 
\worne, bur I ſay , to their ſeverall faſhion and 
'ynderſtanding , ſo they ſecke a ſeverall excel- 
lency,ſome ſecke learning and knowledge and 
to be excellent in thefr profeſſion , and thar is 
the excellency that ſome would have: Some 
ſeeke great places of authority and com- 
mand, & if they had their with, that is the ex 

cellency that they would haue ; Some ſceke 
favour of the Prince : Some to haue a great c- 
tate, that men may ſay , he is worth ſo much, 
he hath ſuch Lordſhips, and ſuch faire houſes, 
and lands belonging tq him, if hee had the cx. 
cellency he defires, that hz would haue. Every 
man in-his owne kinde, according as mens vn- 
derſtandings are ſtronger , according to their 
different educations as it hath beene more no- 
ble, and ingenious , according to the feverall 
companyes that they keepe , where they finde 
ſuch and ſuch things magnified; according to 
the ſeverall ages thcy liue inz As we ſay,fome- 
thing 15 in requeſt in one age, 1n one company, 
ſomerhiag in another ; I ſay according to the 
leverall occaſions , ſo every man ſeekes afeve- 
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rall excellency to himſ(elte. Now conſider 
what is the excellency rhy heart deſires, abouc 
all things els , whether it bce Tefus Chriſt, to 
becin him, to excel in grace, to haue a new 
draught of Gods Image to bee made in thy 
ſoule, or whether ſome ſuch thing as I haue na 

med; Conſider whar is the proper vertye thou 
wouldeſt haue thy ſoule to excell in, for there 
are ſeverall vertues,every thing hath ſome ver- 
tue or other which is proper to 1t, as the vertue 
of a knite is to cut well, & the vertuec of a horſe 
to goe well, and the vertue of a ſouldier is to 
fight well, and the vertue of a Chriſtian to be a 
holy man, to be holy, gratious, and vnblame- 
able in his converſation. Now what is the 
proper excellency thy heart aymes at , what is 
that thou eſtcemeſt thy vertue,that ifthou wert 
put to thy choyſe that thou mighteſt haue a 
wiſh granted thee, whether thou wouldeſt de- 
fire this, to excell in grace and holynes,to haue 
thy ſinfull luſts mortifyed , to haue thy heart 
put into a holy frame of grace : or whether, 
if thou wouldeſt deale impartially with thy 
ſelfe, is it not ſome other excellency that thy 


heart runnes vpon? thatthy thoughts and affe. | 


ions are molt ſet ypon? Conſider when thou 
lookeſt vpon others, what ſeemes moſt graci- 
ous in thy ſight, by what thou doeſt moſt value 
the excellency of another man ; for it is likely 
thou ſo eſteemeſt thy ſelfe alſs: Coſider there. 
fore I ſay what thou meaſureſt thy ſelfe by; A 


man 
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that Cognizance thou defireſt ro weare, which 


—  —— — eo... 


on the Sacrament. 


_———_— — 


man that is in Chriſt,ſets ſo much by himſclte, 
and by every manas he is in Gods booke, and 
as you ſee,men are rated, and their wealth e- 
ſeemed according as they are in the Kings 
| bookes. Sce what thy hearr ſaith rothis, whe- 
[ther rhou ſerreſt fo much by thy (elfe, I ſay, 
| and by every manels, as he is in Gods favour, 
\as he hath the eminency of grace and holines 
abouc others, or wherher it be {omerhing cls 
by which thou rareſt thy ſclfe & others: Con. 
ider what is that outward Badge, that livery, 


thou wouldeſt boaſt of among men: you ſhall 
ſee it in Paul, (faith he) when I come amongſt 
you I doc not regard the excellency ot naturall 
wildome , I care nor to come with that : The 
time was when I prized it, as you prize it now, 
bur now (faith hce) iris another excellency 
which I ſecke , which I deſire ro weare ( as it 
were)when I coinc amongſt you,ro preach the 
2oſpell ( ſaith hee ) Icare for nothing cls, I 
care not ro be thought of ro know any clſe then 
Chriſt crucifyed:Conſtder with thy (cite now 
what thou wouldeſt haue moſt eminent in 
th e, in the eyes and cares of men, that which 
thou wouldcſt weare in the view of all the 
world, whecher ir bee the livery of Chriſt,to 
profetle rhe feare of God,to cxcell in grace and 
holynes though the world difgrace thee,del- 
viſe rhee and hate thee, for it is that thy keart 
delices? Irs afigne thou ſeekeſt Chriſt for 
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thy excellency. Conſider likewiſe what jr 
is that thou eſteemeſt thy chieteſt wiſdome, | 
for it is the diſpoſition of men betore they be | 
in Chriſt, before they haue experience ofthe | 
waics of God, before they be regenerate, when ' 
they looke vpon thoſe wayes 1n others,they 
reckon them folly,they are tooliſhnes to every 
natural man:but when chey are once inChriſt, 
then they are wiſdome vnto him, that is, hee ' 
reckons him the wileſt man that excels moſt in | 
thoſe fooliſh courſes, as before hee reckoned | 
them;it is the Lordsexpreſſion Der. 4. 6. Thu | 
ſhall be your wiſdome before all people, to keepe my 
Lawes and Commandements,Contider now what 
is that thou reckoneſt thy chicteſt wiſedome, | 
before all pcople, whether thou thinkeft, that 
which before thou thinkedlt fplly & weaknes, | 
and had'ſt a diſpoſition in thy heart rocon- | 
remne and ſcorne, whether thou ſetreſt it at a ! 
higher price, and doſt in truth thinke irthy | 
wiſdome, and art willing that al! the world: 
ſhould know that thou thinkeſt ſo: . Thus you | 
ſhall inde that you makeChriſt your excellen- | 
cic,(that is) whether you in your hearts(ſeing 
every man deſires ſome or other) whetherthy 
heart goe this way or no,to {eek a vertue in the! 
excellencie of Teſns Chriſt, and fo ſhew them} 
forth to others,that chou may'f be a Chriſtian, 
that thou mayſt be found: in him, that thou 
 mayſt be able to ſay as Paul ſaid, I reckon all 
other things as droſle, as baſe and vile things, 


onely 
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"nely 


(eſt of, bur what thou moſt eſtcemeſt? for trea- 


thing his treaſure,an other thar. Now (I ſay) 
Fconfider what thou makeſt thy treaſure, and 
$you ſhall know what your trealure is,by theſe 
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onely to be found in Chriſt, tobe cloathed 
in his righteouſneſle, roexcell in the graces of 
his ſpirit, that onely I prize as moſt excellent, 
and moſt worthy: And this is the firſt. 
2 Secondly, conſider whart is thy chicfeſt 
Treaſure, for you ſee, heethat had gotten the 
field, he gaue all that he had for ir, and went a- 
way rejoycing, for hee reckoned it his greateſt 
treaſure, and worth all the reſt, Ir is certaine, 
whoſoever hath taken Chriſt, doth ſo eſteeme 
of him, hee reckons him to be his chiefe trea-. 
ſure. 
You will ſay, How ſhall I know it? 
Why,conſfider what men do with their trea- 
lure,forit is certaine(as I ſaid before, of excel- 
lencie, ſoc )every man hath ſome treaſure or 0- 
ther, The pooreſt man that is, hath a treaſure, 
ſome thing thar hee cſteemes of, which hee 
makes account. of.I aske not whatthou art poſ- 


ſures are asthey are moſt eſteemed of. As wee 
fay of jewels,the worth of them are according: 
to mens fancies,according as they are — 
lo every man with atrerſure; One makes this 


markes. 
1 A man layes vp his treaſure in the ſafeſt 


lace Then if Chriſt be thy treaſure, thou wilt 


y him vpin the innermoſt parts of thy hearr, 
C2 hce 
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| he ſhall nor dwell in thy rongue, he ſhall be laid 
vp in the cloſet of thy heart, he ſhall not dwell 
inthy outward man, in thy vnderſtanding on- 
ly, but hce ſhall be laid vp in thy inward part, 


(char is he ſhall be pitched vpon the very bor- 
tome of thy heart, and there hee ſhall reſt, there 
thou wilt entertainc him. 

2 Againe, what a mans treaſure is that hee 
keepes with his greateſt care,with the greateſt 
warineflc and (olicitude.So wilt thou the Lord 
leſus, when once thou layſt him vp in thy 
heart, thou wilt notbe carefull for any thing, 


the atſurance of his favour fafe, ro keepe him 
ncere thee,and thy ſclfe neere vnto him}, thy 
minde will be moſt carcfull of this, more then 
of all things elſe: Thou wilt then take heede of 
all things that may cauſe a diſtance betweene 
thee and him, thou wilt then take heede of 
whatſoever may looſe him, of whatſoever 
may make a ſeparation berweene the Lord an1 
thee, thou wilt be more caretull for this, then 
any man is ro keepe his wealth, or to keepe 


3 Azaine, whatſoever is thy treaſure that 
thou wilt moſt cſteeme, thou wilt {ct it at the 
higheſt rate aboue all things clſe . Before a 
man is in Chriſt there are many other things, 
which in truth, { howſoever hee pretend 
ſomething elſe) which I ſay , hee prizerh at 


a higher rate then. Chriſt ,, wordly van 
ries 


ſo much as to keepe him ſafe, that is, ro keepe | 


whatſoever it is that hee makes his Treaſure. | 
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tics before -hee'is in Chriſt they ſeemegreat | 
things rohim,bur when hee is in him once; hee | 
lookes vpon them with another eye, My be- | 
loued,you know there was a time when God | 
looked vpon the creatures and they were ex. | 
ceeding good, - even all thatare in the world, | 
thoſe things that men magnific ſoc much, I ſay, ' 
there was a time when they were exceeding | 


| good; but figne hath blowed vpon chennft hath 
| blaſted the beauty and vigour ofthem, ſo thar 
now when the Lord lookes vpon them, thart is 
the ſcatence that is pronounced of them you 
know,in Eccl, 1. They are all vanity anduexation 
df ſpirit.Conſider if thou be ablerolooke on all 
theſe things,as things (eventhe beſt things rhe 
world hath ) being but mcere vanity, things 
whereinthe Lord {owed not mens happinefle, 
and therefore thou canſt nor thinke to reape 
itthere. If you marke but rhe expreflion the 
wiſe man vſerh in 1. Eccleſ. ſaith he, _4{things 
are but vanity, all things vader the Sunne ; now 
there is a reaſon conteined intheſe words why 
they are bur vanity, for waters you know they 
aſcend not higher then the fountaine,and they 
carry not any thing higher then their owne al- 
cent, ſoall rhe creatures that bee in the world, 
they bee-but vaderthe Sunne, therefore they 
cannot aſcend torhat happines which is aboue 
the Sunne , nor carry you to that condition 
which is abouez for:happines is aboue the Sun, 
laid-vp in Heaven. Therefore-faith he, all 
| C 3 things 


| 
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things vnder the Sunne it they bee conſidered 
to make a man happy, they are bur vanity: | 
Now conſider whether thy judgment be ſo of 
them or no, whether it be conformable tothe 
ludgment of the holy Ghoſt, whether thou haſt 
this conceir of all other things , but the quite 
contrary conceit of Ieſus Chriſt;whether thou 
canſt rhinke of him, as of one that is the moſt 
excellent and thy chiefeſt treaſure, as one that 
is farre beyond all theſe, as one vpon whom 
thy heart is pitched,as one in whom thy hap- 
pines is conteined 

4 Againe a mans treaſure is that, which he will 
be at any coſt ro get,he will be at any paines to 
attaine it. Ir is that , on which his heart is be- 
ſtowed, and his affections are occupied about. 
[s it ſo with thee when thou comelt to Chrilt 
leſus * art thou willing to bee at more coſt and 
paynes to get him, then any thing beſides? Is 
thy heart and affections more beſtowed vpon 
him? For where 4 mans treaſure is, there h1s heart 
is, I doe not aske whether thou beſtowelt 
more time vpon the matters of grace, then the 
duryes of thy calling ; but, whether thou doſt 
them with more intention , whetherthou be- 
ſtowelt thy time & paines vpon them, as vpon 
that which thou reckoneſt thy treaſure,farre 
exceeding all other* 

5 Againe fiftly conſider whether thou art 
willing to part with any thing rather,then with 
Chriſt Ieſus:for wharſoever is a mans treaſure, 

he 
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you know a man will part with any thing ra- 
ther the with ir. Whatſoever it is,that is ſubject 
to loſſe rather then his treaſure; Is it fo with 
thee ? . hadſt thou rather part with any thing 
then with Chriſt;then to part with a good con. 
| {cience, then with the graces of the ſpirit, then 
to part with any thing that tehds to holynes,to 
build thee vp further in the worke of Gods 


'orace? I fay conlider whether thy heart bee 
willing to part with any thing rather then with 
' Chriſt,for you ſhall find this,that Sathan &the 


world will cheapen Chriſt , and when they 


| come to bidding,they will bid well. Conſider 
' whether thy heart can giue a peremptory an- 


ſwer tothe world , and (ay this; I will not fell 
Chriſt, I will not (ell a good conſcience for 
any thing , yea when Satan &the world bid 
higheſt, and tell thee as he did Chriſt, that he 
will giue thee all the riches,and all the glory in 
the world , it you will part with Chriſt, cont. 
der whether thy heart be ready to deny whar. 
ſoever he offers to thee,as he will be ſure to of- 
fer that which will be moſt ſutable to thy diſ- 
poſition, whether thy heart hath taken this re. 
ſolution ro it ſelfe , Chriſt is my cheiteſt trea- 
ſure, T will part with all therefore, I will part | 
with liberty, I will part with life, with goods, 
with credit, with pleaſures, with profits, with 
whatſocver is neerc and deare vnto me, rather 
then I will part with our Lord Ieſus, If this be 


, 
1 


: 
© 


thy hearts rclolution and minde,then Chriſt is 
thy | 
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thy cheife treaſure, that's the 24 thing, 

3 Thirdly, conſider what is thy cheife joy & 
dclight, what is thy life, (I putthemrogether, 
for that which is a mans chiefe joy indeed, is 
his life.) For wee know lite is nothing elſe bur 
rharjoy thatthe heart hath, whereby it is nou. | 
riſhed and fed as it were, tor hife is nor to haue | 
body and ſoule joyned together, to be aliving ' 
min that ſence we vſually take life, for if that | 
were life, then the men in hell ſhould not bee | 
ſaid ro dy the death, for you know irrhell there 
is a conjugction of ſoule & body, and yet men | 
are not ſayd to liue there;tor it is death which | 
is the puniſhment of ſinne , & indeed you ſhall 
| finde that there is ſomething a mans heart | 
cleaues vnto, wherein hee rejayceth, which is 
| the ſame with his liſe. Therefore looke as the 
| Soule enlivens the body,fo the conjunction of | 
[rhe preſent things that he reckons his joy,that | 
15, his lite, hee cannot liue without. it, Now if 
| Chriſt be thy chictc joy, thou wilt finde this, 
\thatrhou canſt notliue without him , as men 
are wont to ſay of their delights , Such a man 
cannot liue without ſuch a thing, ſo it is rrue of 
every man that hath taken Chriſt,he is notable | 
to live withour him . This life is no life, and | 

chereforc ifthere be bur ſeparation betweene | 
\thee and him,if mans conſcience be as it were 
| clouded for a time, he findes no reſt, he doth as 
| the Spouſe in the Canzicles, Sbe ſeeks fro one place 
| 20 another, and zines her ſelfe no reſt, till ſhee finde 


him. 
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him, and why: becauſe it was, he whom her ſoule 
loved, So you ſhall inde, Beloved, whoſoever 
it is that your ſoules loue, whatſoever you 
make your chicte joy, you will take no reſt, bur 
as farre as you loue and injoy it. Therefore for 
the finding ofthis ,, whether Chriſt be thy life 
and thy chicfe joy, conſider what it is that thy 
thoughts feed vpon, every wicked man, every 
man that 15 out of Chriſt, there is ſomething 

that his thoughts feed vpon, ſome things there | 
'are in contemplation of which the ſoule ſola- 
cethir ſelfe, Gs pleaſures that are paſt, pre- 
{ent, or to come, the very thinking of the{e are 
the greateſt joy of his heart, he roules them vn. 
der his tongue, even asa ſervantthat hath gor 
' ſome danty bir out of his Maſters preſence,and 
eares it. ina corner, ſo the ſoule of a man hath 
out of Chriſt ſome ſecret, ſome ſtolen , ſome 
 vnlawfull delights , that it feeds vpon and de- 
| lights-in : Conſider therefore well with thy 
i fe, what breakfaſt thy morning thoughts 
haue, (that I may ſo (ay) what breakefaſt they 
hauc every morning, what is that Pabulum,that 
food of thy ſoule, thy thoughts and affetions 
' wherewith they are fed,8& nouriſhed and refre. 
| ſhed fromday to day; whether it bee ſome car- 
nall pleaſure, fome reflefting onthy ſtate,vpon 
[thy credir, vpon thy wealth, = thy friends, 
or whether it be on Chriſt. As Dawidexerci- 
(edit, whether they be thy ſongs on the night 
' time, the remembrance of them is ſo, that they 
D haue 
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.ſomething in hope. So every man that is in | 


\| that 


is, itis as ſweet and acceptableto his ſoule, as 


| that he is thine and thou art his, whether it be 


| he be thy cheife joy,wherher thy ſoule be moſt 


haue ſomething paſt whereby they comfort 
themſclues , ſomething preſent whereby they 
cheare vp their hearts, ſomething to come, 


Chriſt, he hath the comforts of the ſpirit, he 
hath the meditation of the priviledges that hee 
hath inChriſt,he hath the hope of gods favour, 
ſuch are his appointed, theſe are the things 
that his ſoule teeds on in ſecret , ycathe very 
workes that he doth, that ſeemes to be the har. 
deſt part of a Chriſtians life, the very workes 

2 doth in ſerving the Lord from day to 
day, even that is his meate and his drinke, that 


meat & drinke is to the hunger and thirſt of his 
body: Now conſider with thy felfe whether 
ir bee ſo with thee, whertherthat which is thy 


continuall feaſt without which thou canſt not 
liue, be Chriſt, that is, the aſſurance thou haſt, | 


the priviledges thou haſt in him, things that 
belong to the kingdomeof God, whether theſe 
be the things thy ſoule feeds on , whether this 
be thy life, the things without which thou 
couldeſt not live, or whether it bee ſome thing 
elſe, ſome ſtollen delights, ſome vnlawfull plea- 
ſures, ſomething elfe that thy ſoule and afteRti. 
ons are ſet vypon. Andrhis is thenext thing by 
which thou mayſt try thy ſelfe whether . m4 
belong to Chriſt or no, to confider whether 
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filled and ſatisfyed with him. And this is the | 
third thing. 
4 The fourthis; hee is thy chiefe Refwze, If 
thou bee one that haſt tooke hum and received | 
him, I fay he is thy clricte refuge. That is, as 1 
ſaid of the reſt, for every man hath ſome refuge, 
ſome caſtle or other to which his (oule retires 
inall dithcult and doubtfull cafes,by reaſon of 
chat indigency and that inſuthciency to which 
the nature of manis ſubjeR : There is ſome- 
thing that he mult haue to leane vnro,(markeir) 
for mankinde is like that generation which the 
Wiſeman ſpeakes of you, know it is faid of che 
Connyes they are a generation not ſtrong, & what 
then, 8 theref "re they haut their burrowes 10 hide 
themſelues in, I lay ſuch is the generation of 
mankinde, hee is a weake creature , a genera- 
tion not ſtrong , therefore there is ſomething 
that hee muſt leane to, ſomething our of him- | 
ſelfe, ſome ſufficiency beſides himſelfe, ſome | 
ſtrong hold, ſome refuge every man hath, I ſay | 
every man hath ſome refuge or other, whither | 
he thinkes his ſoule may goe, and there he may | 
hauce ſuccour in caſes dangerous and in trou- 
bles. Now conſider what is thy refuge, whi- | 
therthy heart runnes inall ſuch caſes, to what 
winge, to what ſtrong hold : In dangerous ca- 
ſes, you ſee every creature hath ſome refuge or | 
other, The Child runnes wo his mother, The 
Chickens runne to the henne , The Fox to his 
earth, the Conneys to their burrowes; {o every | 
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1 Sam. 30. 6, 


creature rotheir ſeverall corners and recepra- 


cles proper to them - I ſay foe it is with every 
man, ſo hath every one of you tro whom I 
ſpeake,thereis ſomewhat that is a ſecret refuge 
:0 which your hearts ly. Now conſider whe- 
cher that be Chriſt or ſomewhat elſe. A cove- 
tous man (rathera man of this world ; he hath 
wealth for his ſtrong hold, in which his heart 
comforts it ſelfe , well , what change of time 
loever come, yet I haue aneſtate to hold me 
vp, and when he is ill ſpoken of abroad, yet he 
applaudes himſclfe wichthat he hath at home, 
The Courtiers, they haue the Princes favour, 
that is their refuge wherein they comfort 
themſclues; Thoſe that are given to Company 
they haue good fellowes, ſuch asthey, that are 
their companions, and ſo fong as they ſpeake 
well ofthem, they care not who ſpcake ill of 
them, Some of this kind, ſ6e of another, every 
man hath his refuge. If you will looke into the 
(criptures, you ſhall ſce Davids refuge,ſec in any 
diſtreſſe, vpon any occaſion, At Zrglag he cofor- 
teth himſelfe in the Lord,his heart did fly ro him, 
as the chickens fly tothe henne, there he com- 
forted himſelfe, there hee ſhrowded himſelfe, 
there hee encouraged hunſelfe in the Lord, 
when he fled from his ſonne Abſolon, was not 

the Lord his refuge? Yer (faith hee) Hee i my 

buckler and my ſtronghold, Plalm. 3 which was 

made vpon that occaſion:. What was 7ecobs re- 

tuge when he fled from his brother Eſau ? Did 


not | 
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not hee gocto the Lord, and ſecke to him by 
prayer? Lord thou haſt ſaid thou wilt doe me good, 
nowIfly vnto thee, I beſcechthee performe thy 
promiſe, thou art my refuge. Conſider others 
now what was their refuge : 1«das, when hee 
had betrayed his Maiſter Chriſt, 8 his con(ci. 
ence was vpon him for it, hee goes to the high 
Prieſts and brings the ſilver tothem, why ſaith 
he, you ſet m2 a worke , youare the authors of 
it, and I hope to find ſome comfort from you; 
you ſee he found fittle comfort in his mind, yet 
that was his refuge. The Kings of 1/7ae! and 
Indah when they were diſtrefſed,they fled ro E- 
eypt and toA/vur, to this or that helpe, which 
(the Lord ſaid ) were broken reads to them, but 
yet that was their refuge:This is the manner of 
cvery man being out of Chriſt, that is, an vn. 
regenerate man, that is in his naturall cſtate 


dit, or the favour of the Prince, ſomething or 
other it is: and if he bee deſtitute and haue no 
refuge (as ſometimes it ſo falls out) then his 
heart is ſhaken as the leaues of the forreſt; 
Their hearts were ſhaken even for feare of the 
king of Aram , Asthe leaucs are ſhaken inthe 
forreſt, and why? becauſe they knew not how 
to defend themiclues, they had no refuge to 
fly to: So you ſee it was with BelſbaFars heart, 
ſo Achitophel, and io Saul, when he ſees that he 
muſt dy the next day,and that there was no re- 
fuge for him:then 1 fay their hearts ſanke and 


Gen. 32. 12. 


ſome refuge he hath, friends, or wealth, or cre- | 


Ifaiah, 7, 2. 
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dyed within them ; And now conſider how it 
is with thee, what is the refuge to which thy 
heartflyeth, and which thy heart makes mo 
account of, (for every man thinkes with him 
ſelte , change of time may come, and what 
ſhall bee my comfort, what ſhall be my ſtrong 
hold at that time.) Doſt thou fiye to Ieſus 
Chriſt ? is hee thy ſuccourwhen thy heart is 
'dcjected at any time and faints within thee? 
from which fountaine doſt thou terch thy 
comfort ? Doſt thou fly ro Chriſt, ro comfort 
thy ſelfe in him, when thouart ina doubtful! 
caſe, that concernes thee as much as thy life? 
whither doſt thou goe for counſell and dire- 
ion ? is it to Chriſt, ro beſeech him to guide! 
thee & diretrthce, when thouarr preſſed hard? 
whither doth thy hcart goe for {uccour & for | 
helpe to keepe thy ſelfeſate? Is it to Chriſt, or 
toſomewhartelſe: My beloved, I aſſure you 
this, thata carnall man that is not in Chritt, in 
theſe times of diſtreſſe knowes not whither to 
goe, hce dares not goeto Chriſt, for he feares 
that it ſhall be asked him , vpon what acquain- 
tance? for he hath been a ſtranger tothe Ladd 
he was never acquainted with him : but a car- 
nall man thar is out of Chriſt, hce goes to his 
Muſes,he goes to his farmes, he goes to his bu- 
ſhes,as the hunted hare was wonr to doe,to goe | 
tothe places that ſhe vſed when ſhe lived quiet, | 
thither ſhee flyes when ſhe knowes not how to | 
eſcape : ſo in that faſhion it is with men, looke 
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what things they were wont, to which their | 
carts had recourſe in time of proſperity, and 
what theirhaunts haue beene , to thoſe buſhes | 
they fly: Bur alas/ they are but buſhes, ſuch as | 
will not defend them. But now the Chriſtian 
on the other ſide, the mule, the farme as it 
| | were (itis but toexpreſle it to you) that his 
ſoule is acquainted with, (that is my meaning) 
the ſtrong hold that hee was wontro fly vnto, 
vpon every ſeverall evill, vpon every ordinary 
doubt , vpon every dejection and diſcourage 
| ment and fainting of heart; he was wont to fly 
to Chriſt, andthere hz was wontto find com 
fort, and thither hee gocs intime of greateſt 
difficulty in the day of death, and there hee 
finds comfort. Conſider if hee bee thy chizfe 


LE 7 


. | &| refuge, forifthy heart hath taken him as he is 
; thy chiefe excellency, thy chicfe joy , thy | 
E chicfe treaſure ; ſo hee will be thy chicteſt re- 
_ | fuge, yea when all things clſe are taken away, 
o| E yerthat cover remaines ſafe: ſuppoſe thou be 
bs | in priſon, ſuppoſe thy credit be taken away, (1 
*; | |meane)thy wordly credir,(tor the other credit 
1 | W cannot be taken away from any man that hath 
c. | Chriſt,) ſappoſe thy life bee taken away, ſup- 
is | poſe thou bee (tript of all that thou haſt ; yer 
u- | thou haſt Chriſt for thy chiete refuge,and thou | 
oe | thinkeſt ſo, and thy heart is ſatisfyed with it. | 


ot | 'As Paul ſaith , when hee was a priſoner, when | 
to if be was naked, when he was deſtitute, when he 
ke | KE ſtriprofall, yer (ſaith hee) I know whom 1 
hat | haue 
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hae truſted, As if he ſhould ſay, yet I haue him | 
ſafe, yet my cover was over my head, yet Iam! 
ſafe in my caſtle, T haue choolen him, I haue 

him in death, yea then Chriſt he is advantage, 

he is a cover, a caſtle, & aretfuge, 

5 Laſt ofall, conſider whom thou ſerteſt vp 
for thy chicfeſt Commander, who it is to whom 
thou giveſt the chiefe command in thine heart. 
You will fay how ſhall I know that « Why 
(my beloved) he whom a man feareth moſt, & 
loveth moſt, that is he whoſe friendſhip aboue 
all others he would leaſt looſe, and whoſe diſ- 
like and ſeperation he doth moſt feare, certain- 
ly he will bee moſt obedient to him, he will be 
moſt obſervant of him, Artthou foto Chriſt? 
rake all the things in the world , if thou ſet vp 
him, as him whom thou moſt feareſt & loveſt, 
thou wilt moſt obey him: So againe, be whom 
thou thinkeſt can doe thee the _ go0d,& 
the greateſt hurt , himthou wilt moſt obey, if 
thou thinkeſt in good earneſt that Chriſt is a- 
ble to doe it, certainly then thou wilt moſt 0- 
bey him, As for example, ifthou looke toany 
man in the world , a man that is out of Chriſt, 
he thinkes that the favour or the wealth of the 
King, can doe him more good and more hurt, 
then the favour or the loſſe of the favour of 
Chriſt, Hethinkes that wealth, or credit, or 
ſomething elſe, (many things there arc that he 
thinkes) can doe him more good & inore hurt; 
therefore hee more reſpects their command, 
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then the, command of Chriſt, but a man that 
ſets vp him for his chiefe Commander, heere- 
oards nothing elſe when ir comes to croſle 
it, when it comes to thwart any command 
of Chriſt , becauſe hee ſaith thus, ro him- 
ſelfe in his hcart in fecrer, Ir is the Lord | 
that cag do the greateſt good, and the greateſt 
hurt, therefore I care for no more. So Naboth 
he cared not for 4446s wrath. Sq Moraecay Ca- 
red not for Hamans diſplealure: fo did the A- 
poſtles they cared not for the High Prieſts,nor 
what they could doe, _Y&#s 4. So did the 3 
children (as you call them) they cared not for 
7 the fiery furnace of NabucadneFar , nor for all 
that hee was able ro doe ; and why 7 becauſe 
they thought that Chriſt, and that God was 
able ro doe them more hurt, and more good; 
Now take any Commander in the world,when 
you regard not the puniſhment,nor the reward 
that he is able to inflict or to giue you, his au 

thority is gone,now when you let vp Chriſt, & 
thinke ſo of Chriſt, you are ready to obey him, 
4nd obey him rather then any other: Therefore 
confider with thy ſelfe this, and conſider (e- 
riouſly,aske thy heart the queſtion,what is that 
thou ſetteſt vp to be thy chieteſt Commander? 
For there are three great Commanders inthe 
world, that divide all mankinde berweene 
them almoſt. And that is wealrch,and eſtate,and 
worldly credit & thy honor to liue in eſteeme, 


pleaſures, and delight, now thinke with thy 
| E lelte 
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ſelfe when any of theſe three great Comman - 
iders come with any command, contrary to | 
that which Chriſt commands, thinke with thy | 
ſelfe what thou wilt doe in ſuch a caſe, what | 
;waſt thou wont to doc, looke to paſt experi. 
ence: looke backe to thy former wayes, ſee 
what thou waſt wont to doe: thinke with thy 
ſelfe when ſuch a Command comes, whatthy 
heart reaſons vpon,if concupiſcence,it a ſtrong 
luſt,ifa ſtrong 1umperuous deſire come, and bid | 
thee to doe ſomething, which 1s contrary to 
that which Chriſt would haue thee to doe, 
what art thou ready to doe in ſuch a caſe? if 
thy profit, the maintenance of thy eſtate, thy 
liberty, thy wealth, thy convenience in this 
world come and command thee ro doe one 
thing, and thy conſcience ( which is C hriſts 
viſegerent) come in his ſtead, and command 
thee another thing,whar art thou ready to doe 
in that caſe? for when thy credir,thy honor, & 
reputation, thy vaine glory ſhall come and bid | 
thee do one thing,and Chriſt ſhall bid thee doe 
another, what is thy reſolution, what artthou 
wont to doe? By this thou ſhalt know whether 
thou ſetreſt vp Chriſt, as the chicfe Comman- 
derinthy heart or noc , whether thou giueſt | 
him thy chiete throne, whether thou cxalceſt | 
him for God in thy heart,you know when you | 
exalt him for God, every thing then yeelds, if | 
in truth hee be ſer vp for God inthy heart: | 
41:97 690 conſider what it is that thy _ 
ets 
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ers higheſt, whether thou exalteſt him moſt, 
whether (when any of theſe threarning, cry- 
ing commands come) thou canſt giue them an 
1bſolute denyall, and ſay with thy ſelfe, I will 
not obey you, and it they threaten impriſon. 
[ment,or diſgrace, and lofle of life, and if I doe 
'not obcy ſuch a luſt, I ſhall be wrung & pinche 


| 


ved to bare al this: on the other ſide, whe they 
ſhall come with faire proffers, you ſhall haue 


venience. It thy heart can fay now, I will haue 
none of you, for I ſce it is a command contrary 


{to his that is aboue, whom I haue ſer vp for my 


'chicfe Commander whom I refo/ue to obey, 
'whom I rake to be greater then all the friend- 
ſhipin the world, then all the profits, pleaſures, 
and credits in the world, I ſay thus examine thy 
'felfe what thy heart is roward Chriſt,what it is 


:0 his command: and { let mee touch that by | 


the way)thou mult alſo ſhew thy obedience to 
Chriſtin thy obedicnceto others; My bceloued 
there are indifferent things, that are in them- 
ſelues not of moment one way or other , 
whether wee doe them ornotdoe them, and 


|though the omiſſion of them in themitlues be 
{[nothing, yet when it ſhall be of contempr 


'and neglect of thoſe that are fct in ſuperi- 
our place over you, inſuch a cale you ought 


for ic, I ſhall lofe ſuch delights: well,I am reſol- } 


this honour,and this advancement, & this con- | 


not to doc it : thisisarule, and' atrue rule! 
in divinity, that indifferent things may be o-} 
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micced except in two caſes, in caſe of ſcandall, 
aad in caſe of neglect, and contempt of autho- 
rity:therefore when there is neglect,when men 
ſhew contempt, for that cale it is ro be done, 
though for the other it is notto be done, This 
I touch but by the way,that you may conſider 
is 11 your particular occaſion. 

Now my beloued,you ſee thele 5 things, by 
which you may know if you haue tooke Chriſt 
or no,ye know when a man comes to examine 
himſclfe whether he be a firte man, a man that 
hath any right to come to the Lords table, 
hee muſt conſider whether hee bein Chriſt, 
otherwiſe /he hath nothing to doe either with | 
this priviledge,or with any other, , Now to be 
in Chriſt, there muſt (as I ſaid) goe a double 
a&,there muſt be one on thy owne fide, there 
muſt be one act on thy part torake him; and 
there muſt be ana&t on his part, there goes out 
a trength and a vertuc from him by which hee 
takes thee and comprehends thee: The time is 
paſt,and I cannot proceed further, onely re- 
member this that hath beene ſaid toyou, and 
examine your ſelues by it whether you bein 
the truth, whether you makeChriſt your chicfec 
Excellencie,your chiefeTreaſure,your chiete 10y, 
your chiefe Refuge, your chietc Commander, it 
thou finde that thou haſt done this, if thou 
: finde thy heart wrought to-{uchan actas this, 
totake Chriſt in ſuch a manner, then thou haſt 
Chriſt, thou art in him, then thou haſt a right 
in | 


qFCYCTIDODULJD YN" 7, | 


4 = a A 


WW 4 


NA oi > A AN = v vo 


" 


on the Sacrament. 


in him, and maiſt come with comfort, bur if 
thou haue it nout,then I muſt charge every one 
of you in the name of Chriſt Ieſus (in whoſe 
authority we come) that you medle not with 
ſuch holy miſteries. My Beloued you know 
| what I hauc often told you, there is a neceſſity 
layd on men ro come tothe Sacrament : you 
'know he that negleRed the Paſſover was to be 
cur off from the people. Ir was a very great 
finne: fo it was toomitrhe Sacrament: you 
haue diverſe Tearmes, and if your buſineſle 
| hinder you from one, you may come toano. 
| ther, I meane in a Tearme, yea there is a necet- 
ity lyes vpon you to come, but yet we muſt 
giue you a double charge,one thatthou omit it 
not,and another that thou come not hither vn- 
lcfſerhou be in Chriſt, what haſt thou to doe, | 
thou that art a profaine perſon, rhou haſt no- | 
thing ro doe with him, thou that art yer a ſtran- 
ger to him, that thou ſhouldſt thruſt in ro the 
Lords table,thou oughr'ſ notto doe it, ifrhou 
doſt, thou eateſt & arinkeſt thy owne damnation, 
inſtead of thy ſalvation, 


: 
l 


| 


30 The ſecond Sermon 


| 
| 


Dm 


The Second Sermon. 


N D ſo now wee come to the Vie,and 

Pe. AA tharigtarther isan Act of Chriſt to' Ml 
make an vnion berwixt vs,that we may | Wl cr 

be his,and he ours: there is an act of his, | Ml ( 

that 1s, there is a certaine power or vertue | Wl f 
comes from him,even as there doth from the | W 
[oad-ſtone to theiron, that drawes thee to | W tj 
him, there goes out a vertue and power from | W 6 
him as tothe woman that touched the hemme |Wr 
of his garment, that healed her bloody iflue, | W: 
ſuch a power goes out from Chriſt to every | We 
aan, that is in him. And as you muſt examine |WH 
it by your owne at, ({o in the ſecond place you |; 
are ro examine it by this ; conſider whether \Mis 
6 there hath gone out any ſuch power from | 1, 
Chriſt to take thee, and,comprehend race: For 'Wis 
you mult know this,that when once wee are in (Wei 
Chriſt, then there goes forth an effectuall and |Wg 
almighty power from him , which doth not |Wy, 
| make alittle lightalteration, alight change on-|M:g 
| the ſuperficies of the heart, but it alters the ve- |MWhe 
| ry frame of ir, irturnesthe very rudder otthe |, 
hcarr, ſo that a mans courle is to a quite con- |: 0 
rrary point of the compaſle,it is ſuch an altera- Wthe 
tion as doth breed vs,not ſome good concepti- |Whel 


| ononely of purpoſes and delires which many \for 


| 
ry haue, 
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| haue, which when they come to'the birth, 
there is no ſtrength to bring them forth: but 
he giues to vs a power and ſtrength to per. 
forme them : That is, hee doth not put vpon 
them a waſhy colour of profeſſion, bur hee dy- 
| MW cth themin graine with grace & holines. And 
| MW therefore conſider whether thou haſt found a- 
' | MW ny experience of ſuch a power going out from 
» | E Chriſt to thy heart ; This my beloved, differs 

' E from common graces, frothe common forme 
of godlineſle which is in the world, as much as 
the life differs from the picture, oras the ſub- 


ee ——_—_ 


mance differs from a proffer, or an offer: or as 
that which hath ſinewes and vigour,differs 
from that which is weake and powerles. Ther- 
fore this power of Chriſt which hee puts forth 
and diffuſeth into the heart of every man that 
isin him,is called the X 7»gdome. And the Krae- 
dome of Chriſt is not in word, but in power: That 
is, when once he rules bur as a King, hee exer- 
ciſetha kingdome there, and he {aith not onely 
to vszI will haue ſucha thing done,they are no: 
weake and powerleſle commands that he giues 
N-|\Wto the heart of a man that he dwels in, but ſairh 
c- \Whe, the Kingdome of God is not in word bur in 
he |Wpower,thatis,there goes an efficacie with thoſe 
n- \Fcommands, there goes a great ſtrength with 
a- Fthem,thar bringsevery thought, and every re- 
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ti- |bellious affeRtion into ſubje&ion to it, & there. | 
Ny \Ffore conſider I ſay, if thou-wouldſt hauec theſe | 


IC, | vertues, 
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ſtance from the ſhadow, as a through perfor- 
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vertues, 'whether thou be in Chriſt, whether. 
any ſuch power hath gone out from Chriſt to 
thy heart. 

Bur you will ſay,what is this power and ver- 
tue, and in what manner is it infuſed intothe 
heart of man,ſfo this [ſcemes to be a narration of 
a thing a farre off? 

My beloued we will explaine it as well as we 
canto you, even as you {cean Artificer work. 
ing with his inſtrument, there goes a certaine 
vertue out from thatart which 1s in his minde, 
and guides,inſtrumentto make this or that the 
which without it could not be done, when hee | 
makes any artificiall thing, as a knife, or a; 
ſword; or when the Patter faſhions the potr, | 
his hand is (et on worke, & there is a certaine 
inviſible,a certaine ſecret paſſage, an influence 
of the art that goes along with his hand, that | 
brings forth ſuch an artificiall thing;or even as | 
you ſee the members moue; a man mouing his 
arme,or his hand,or any part of his body 

ocs a certaine vertue from his will, a certaine 

ecret power,cfhcacic & command that ſtirres 
them this way or that way, the thing wee ſee 
not,yet we ſce it in effeR- or as you ſee it in the 
creature, you ſeethe creatures that God hath 
made, they haue all the ſeverall inſtincts, by 
which they are inſtigated to doe this or thar, 
you ſee the birds are inſtigared to make their 
neſts of ſuch a faſhion,at ſuch a ſeaſon; ſoevery 
creature according to his ſeveral kinde. There 


| - goes 
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20Cs out from God who is the authour of na- 
ture to theſe workes of nature, a certaine ver: 
tucthar puts them on, and inſtigates them,and 
puts them tothis or that: and as you ſce an ar- 
row that is ſhot by the Archer, there cocs a 


vertue together with it, that directs ir juſt to 


ſuch a marke,ſo farre,and no further . $0 after 
this manner comes a power from Chriſt to his 
members, that, as {oone as a man is in him, 
there comes ſuch a ſecret divine, vnexpretſable 
efficacy that workes vponrthe heart of him in 
whom hee dwells. And theretore you ſee the 
conjunRion betweene him and vs, itis com- 
pared to that which is betweene the ſoule and 
the body, that acts and ſtirres vs too and fro, 
according to its will and pleaſure, ſuch an eth- 
cacy ſhalt thou find, it thou belong vnto him, 
and therefore conſider if there bee fuchathing 
in thee or no. 

But you will ſay, to what purpoſe is this cf 
cacy , and what doth it in my heart when it 
comes there? 

Why I will tell thee what it doth , it is ex- 
preficd in plaine termes 2, Cor. 5. 17. Whoſo: 


ever is 1n Chriſt is made a new creatuwre , That is | 
the worke that it effects it is ſucha power and | 


efficacy as makes thee a new creature, Thar is, 
It breakes in peeces the old building , it quite 
takes away the firſt print; As when a man 
comes to make a new ſtampe, the firſt muſt bee 
removed : ſo that this efticacy that goes out 


F from | 
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from Chriſt, it hath a double verrue in thy 
ſoule , to weare out the old ſtampe, to breed a 
death of the old nature, of the old man, to ru- 
ine and breake downe the old building, and to 
ſet vp anew one, and that the _— calls a 
new creature: and therefore conſider with thy 
ſelfe whether thou find ſuch a vertue as hath 
put thy heart into ſucha new frame, as hath 
moulded ir alltogerher, and hath pur it into 
another faſhion then it was, conſider whether 
all in thee be new. 

You will ſay this is ſtrange, muſt all be new? 

My beloved , you know the words they are 
cleare,old things are paſſed away all things are 
become new. (Inthe ſame place which I quo- 
ted before) that as the command was in the of- 
fering of the Paſſover, not a jot of old leaven, 
but we muſt part with it ; Now this is the na 
ture of leaven , It is alwaycs purging out, and 
it will be purging out while we are here , only 
the efficacy and ſtrength thereof remaines; 
Then thinke with thy ſclfe, is all new in mee, 
looke what naturall diſpoſition I hauc had, 
looke what naturall luſts & defires I haue had, 
fee what ads I was wont to doe, what old 
haunts and cuſtomcs I haue had, looke*what 
old company I kept, what old courſes I tooke, 
what my tract hath beene, is all this altered & 
every thing become new? (for ſaith he, it muſt 
be a new creature, a new nature: ) Thar is, it is 


| not enough for a man to hauc a new courſe for 


a fit, 


— — — —_ 
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a fit, to haue new purpoſes , and a new change 
that comes like flaſhes, I ſay, that is not enough, 
you may haue many new things in you, that 
may be in old hcarts, like peeces of new cloath 
in old garments, that will doc thee no good at 
all; che Lord regards not that : like new wine 
in old veſſels; fo it is where there are ſome 
new things,that are good things in themſclues, 
in a carnall and old heart, they are not fit for 
the heart , and thercfore they never ſtay long 
there : So ſaith the text, Put a new peece into an 
old garment, and it makes the rent greater. 
Therefore allmuſt be new; I ſay there muſt 
be a new nature, that theſe new things may be 
there: even as the ſeverall creatures arc in their 
ſeverall elements, as the elements are in their 
owne 'place, as the plants are in their proper 
ſoyle, as the branches are vpon their owne 
roote; For then they floriſh, then they hold 
out, then they continue ; Therefore fee whe- 
ther this vigor , this efticacy , this vertue hath 
Jone out from Chriſt into thy heart , whether 
it hath not only renewed all in thee, bur allo | 
hath given thec anew nature, That is, whether 
it hath wrought ſuch a change in thec, thar all 
the wayes of godlines and new obedience, be- 
come in a meaſure naturall to thee, ſo that thou 
canſt doe them cheerefully , even as we heare, 
and ſce, and doe naturall ations, and that thou 
doſt them without wearineſſe: for you know, 


things that are naturall wee are not weary of | 
A 16- them, 


—— 
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them ; And ſo thou wilt doe chm conſtantly, 
for what is naturall , ſtaycs and abides by vs, 
that it out growes and out-wearies what eyer 
isin vs beſide ; Now hath therea vertue gone 
out from Chriſt, that hath wrought all this in 
you, that hath made all new , & hath nor only 
done ſo, but hath made it naturall to thee? Bur 
you will ſay, muſt it necds be ſo, cannot Chriſt 
rake and comprehend mee, but there muſt bee 
this wonderfull change wrought, who can be 
ſaved then ? I haue ticn bur little hope, when 
L am vpon my dcath bcd, and then ſhall looke 
vpon my old nature, and find no ſuch worke as 
this wrought vpon me. Beloved, I beſeech you 
conſider this, that there is ancceſlity ot it, Iris 
ſo, andit muſt bee ſo, and except you haue it, 
you cannot be ſaved , you ſee the words in the 
ſcripturcs are moſt cleare, Whoſocver & in Chriſt 
6s 4 new creature: Doe but conſider whether it 
be ſo or no, there muſt be withall 4 new heaven 
and a new earth, You ſee that was the great pro. 
miſe,that was to be fulfilled in our times of the 
Goſpell: was it not a new Preiſthood, was it not 
a new covenant, hath not the Lord ſaid, there 
muſt bee 4 new heaven and 4 view earth, That is, 
new graces from heaven, and a new company 
of men wrought on,and changed by thoſe gra. 
ces ? ſhall old 4d:m, thoſe that arc borne of 
of him, ſhall they recciue a power from him,to 
make them like to him, to carry his Image, to 


be | 
| 


: 
: 
: 
, 


area 414. Lak W 


© 
o 
s 


WE, 
"oh 
R < 


W 
"oats Pe 2 


— TOE WENT 
NE OY At ASE ANTE. tft o 


x oy TRY 


|| place? hath he not pure cyes? And therctorec 


{| muſt be a fir Temple for him to dwellin , & there- 
$| fore of neceflity hee muſt cleanſe thy heart, he 
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bee corrupt, and carnall, and fintull as hee is: 
And doe you not thinke that the New Adam 
the Second 44am, ſhall haue as much efficacy 


much power, and lite, and vigorin the new 
Adam, to change every manthat is in him, that 
comes to him, & ro make them new creatures, 
As in the old Adam, to make them like him: 
Pefides , hath not Chriſt ſaid plainly , I come 
not into the world to ſaue foules only , that is 
not my bufines alone (though that was a great 
part of the buſineſle and errant for which hee 
came into the world)but (faith he) I came to pu- 
rifie a people, to my ſelfe, Jealous of good workes: in 
the 2 Tit. Now if that were rhe end of Chriſts 
comming , doſt thou thinke that hee will looſe 
his 2nd? And therefore its impoſſible, that a- 
ny man ſhould be ſaved,to haue part in Chriſt, 
& that he ſhould be in Chriſt & Chriſt in him, 
except his heart be puritied fo, as to be zealous 
of good workes, If Chriſt dwell in thy heart, 
thou mayſt caſily know it; tor doſt thou thinke, 
that Chriſt will dwcll in a foule and vncleane 


|1t is certaine whereloever he dwells, that place 


muſt faſhion ir, & keepe ir pure, and cleane, 


2 


in him to make thole new creatures,that are in | 
him, that come to him? Certainly there is as 


— — 


— — —— 


and ſweer, ſo as it may be a fit Temple for him | 
|and his Spirit ro dwell and delightin, Beſides | 
F 3 doth | 
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doth he not looke to his glory in all thoſe that 
belong to him ? hee hath many eyes to looke 
vpon them as it were, there are many ſpecta- 
rors menand Aagells, to ſee what they are,and 
how they behaue themſclues : If hee ſhould 
haue a company of men to belong vnto him 
that are carnall, perver{c,and worldly minded, 
that haue crooked wayes like other men, would 
this bee for his hanour * would it not bee ſaid, 
like men, like Maſter : would it not refle& 


vpon him? Certainly it would, and therefore 


the Lord ſoorders it, that thoſe whom he hath 
redeemed, ſhould bee holy in all manner of conver. 
ſation : Saith hee , you muſt be as Iam, elſe ir 
will bee for my diſhonour, As I am holy, ſo e- 
very one of you muſt be holy, inall manner of 
converſation ; Therefore let no man deceiue 
himſelfe, to thinke he can goe away and yet be 
in Chriſt, and be ſaved through Chriſt and the 
mercics of God in Chriſt, when there goes out 
no power from Chriſt , there comes no ſuch 
vertue from him to change any man, to worke 
on him, to alter him, ro make him another 
creature; And therefore I beſcech you in the 
examining of this, (for its a matter of great 
moment) ro conſider with your ſclues , it this 
be wrought in you orno; whether you finde 
any experiment & effec of this mighty power, 
efficacy, and vertue - and let mee bring you a 
little ro particulars: Hath there gone our a ver- 


tuc from him to enable thee to belecue? there 
1s 
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isa faith required in the Derry , there is a faith 
required in the promiſes of God, there isa faith 
required in the providence of God, to thinke 
that every particular thing is ordered by ir; 
There is alſoa faith in all the rhreatnings of | 
God : Now forthe manner of propounding; 
* | when the Scripture comes to propound any 
* |ching, ir propounds it thus,and no more: as you 
© | fee in Hoſes, hee writes nothing, bur 1 the be. 
ginning God made heaven and earth &c, And (o 
| | the Apoſtles write ; Such athing was done, /e- 
= | ſus Chriſt was borne of the Virgin Mary ; Thus & 
thus he did: Now when the naked objett is pro- 
© | pounded, othcr writers what they deliver or 
write is rational], They vic Reaſons and argu- 
# | ments ro convince men of thoſe things which 
they deliver ; But when the Scripture fers 
downe any propoſitions of faith, ir doth bur 
barely propound them,for there is the Majeſty 
of God and authority of God in them,to con- 
fhrme them. 
|| Butnowhere you will demand, (the propo- 
fition being bur nakedly laid downe in the 

Scriptures) what will enable a man to belecue 
ite 

| Tanſwer: that certainly there is a mighty 
| power that goes out from God & from Chriſt, 
|| that enables thee to belecue with this efficacy, 
| that where the object is ſer before thee, there 
[goes out a power from him to worke faith in 
thy heart, whereby thou truly belceveſt ir, and 
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ſo it appeares in thy life: we thinke we beleeue 
thoſe thiags, but our liues doe manifeſt the 
contrary ; namely that there is not a powerfull 
fFaich wrought in vs, for all the errours of our 
liues (though we oblerue them not) ariſe from 
hence, that theſe principles are not throughly 
beleeved - if they were, it could not bee, that 
there ſhould bce ſuch inconveniences in the 
lives of men; Thereforc conſider it this faith be 
wrought in thee , whether ſuch a power hath 
gone our, to worke ſuch a faith, that hath chan. 
| ged thy whole courſe , as it will doe, if it bee 
once wrought in thee, by thepower of Chriſt: 
ſo alſo conſider , whether there hath a vertue 
gone out from. him to worke loue in thy heart 
to the Lord, for otherwile it is certaine that 
there is no man in the world thatis able ro lone 
God, or to come nearc him, for all loue riſeth 
from S:militude, there muſt be an __— & 
| ſimilitude, between thoſetwo that loue: Now 
every man by nature is as contrary to Gods 
pure nature, as fire is to water, and wirhourt an 
almighty power to change his nature, and to 
worke a particular affeion of louc in him, hee 
can never bee able to loue God, therefore its 
the baptiſme of the Holy Ghoſt, 7 mill baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, that is, with 
the Holy Ghoſt which is fire : 1w:l{ multiply 
thy ſorrowes and thy conceptions, That is, the ſor- 
rowes of thy conceptions, Now loue is as fire 
in the heart, and one fire muſt beget another; 
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And therefore you haue it in the common pro. 
verbe, Lowe #« 4 thing that cannot be bought with 
monuntaints of gold and ſilver, yetif thou be in 
Chriſt, there goes out a vertue. from him, that 


| ſtampes vpon thy heart this = affetion,that 


| breedes in thee this holy fre ofloue,ſothatthy 
| hearr cleaues to him, thou loueſt him with as 
true, and with as genuine, as naturall, and as 
ſenſible loue, as thou loucſt any friend;as thou 
 loueſt any creature in the world: Confider if 
this be wrought inthee or no. And fo tor thy 
| inowledgephere is alſo a power in it, conſider 
whether any ſuch vertue hath gone out from 
| Chriſt, ro make the knowledge which thou 
haſt, powerfull. 
| Youwill ay,whart is thar,thar is to bring on 
[theſe truthes which thy heart aſflents vnto, to 
/bringthem with that evidence, and fulneſſe of 
demonſtration , that thou ſhalt yeeld vnto 
chem, 8& practiſe them according to thy know- 


ledge? 


| 


Beloued, there is much knowledge among 
vs, but who practiſerh according to his know- 
ledge? wee know God,but we olorific him not 
as God, and the reaſon is, becauſe there hath 
'not gone a power with that knowledge, to 
make it liuely and effecuall, ro paſſe through 
allrhe faculties of the ſoule, and to overrule 
them, forit there were ſuch knowledge, it 
' would alwayes 'draw affe&tion and practice 
withit, So likewiſe conſider, whether -_ 
| ath 
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hath gone a power from him to mortifie th 
luſts :/hoſoever us iy Chriſt hath crucified the fe 
with the affections and luſt; , not to lay them a 
fleepe onely,but to mortihe and ſubdue them, 
Solikewiſe whether there hath a power gone 
out from Chriſt,to helpe thee to overcome the 
the world, the luſts of thine eyes, the lufts of the 
fleſh, and the pride of life, for whoſoever is in 
Chriſt overcomes the world, and all that is in 
che world : The world hath many things to 
worke vpon vs,and to reſiſt and oppoſe vs: It 
hath perſecutions, ir hath diſgraces, it hath 

flanders and reproches, which it caſts vpon ho. 
ly men,and vpon the holy wayes of God, And 
the men that arc aoursin this, are the devils 
factours, though they thinke nor ſoe, as the A. 
poſtle /ames expreſſeth ir, their tongues are ſet on 
fire of hell;ro deviſe flanders & falſe reports,and 
ro faſten them vpon holy men, and eſpecially 
vponthe miniſters ofthe Goſpell, and ſo ypon 
the wayes of God, I ſay they are the devils fa. 

ours, though they thinke not ſoe: and thoſe 
that belecue them are the devils recciuers, the 
one hath rhe devill in his congue, the other in 
his eare. But the Lord hathappointed this, This 


[o wasPaul,as a decciuer,and yet true &c.Cofi- 
der 


is one thing whereby the world fights againſt 
the wayes of God, to diſcourage men and to 
hinder them, that they might be ſtumbling | 
blockes tothem.So-it was with Chriſt, hee was | 
the falling of many in 1ſae/by reaſon of this, 
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on the Sacrament. 


der if thou haſt this efhcacie pur intothy heart, 
that thou arr able ro overcome this, that thou 
art able to overcome all the offences, and per- 
ſecurions, all che flaunders and reproaches that 
are caſt ypon the wayes of God, and notwith- 
ſtanding that, to thinke well of them, and to 
walke in th m,and practiſe them, likewiſe as it 
hath cheſs things on the one hand, foe it hath 
pleaſures, preterments,glory,and riches,credir, 
and all things of that nature on the other; art 
thou able ro overcome all theſe © {oto ſhut vp 
this pointand proſecute it no further, thus you 
ſhall know whether you be in Chriſt: for that 
isthe point; wee hawe aſſurance in him, that if wee 
aske any thing, wee ſhall be heard, but firſt we muſt 
be in him,now to know whether we be in him 
{as you haue heard) there muſt be an aRot 
ours, and ſecondly an a of his, which is this 

power thar goes out from him, ro change, take 

and comprehend vs. Soe much forthe firſt 

thing. 

Now forthe ſecond, if a man will apply or 
take to himlſcife the priviledges we haue by 
Chriſt, as this particular priviledge of being 
heard in our prayers,of comming tothe Sacra. 
ment,or any other, know this, that it is not e- 
noughrto be in Chriſt only, bur there muſt be 
a certaine qualification, a certaine immediate 
faſhioning,and preparation of the heart, or clſe 
though thou haue a right to the priviledges, 
though they belong tothee, yet thou art ſu- 
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| ſpendcd from the vic,benefit,&comfort of the. 
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| bur name them very brictcly. ) Firſt, when a 


| thy recetucr except hee ſtirrethem vp, except 


And this is coniidered inthcic 5 things. (I will 


man coinzs to receme the Sacrament,it's not c. 
nough tor him ro be in Chriſt, no nor when he 
is come to do ſome other duties, but morcover 
there muſt be this alſo, thoſe graces thou haſt, 


this change, this new creature that 15 wrought 
inthee, which is but a heape of particular gra. ! 
ces, theſe muſt be attcd and ſtirred p vpon tuch, | 
an occaſion: Ir is truce, no man ought to come | 
except hee haue the graces of. Gods ſpirit | 
wrought in his hcart,that they may lay there in | 
the habits, that they may be in the heart as fire ! 
raked in the aſhes. But if a man will come to re- 
cciue the Sacrament, and ſuffer theſe habits, 
theſe graces he harhto lay ſtil] there, he comes | 
not as a worthy recciuer; (there arc indeed de- | 
grees of vnworthineſle }he comes not as a wor- 


they be acted at that very time: as for cxaimple, 
we come to recciue the Sacrament, wee ought | 
then ro haue an eſpeciall humiliation and for- | 
row for our finnces, wee ought then to haue an | 
efpeciall loueto Icſus Chriſt, we ought then to | 
hane a ſpeciall rejoycing in lim, andin all the| 
priviledges we haue by him, wee ought then | 
to haue a {peciall louc to our brethren, the men | 
with whom wee converſe, and among whom | 
wee liue: now ifa man come and recciue,and 
do not ſtirre vpand atthele graces, he recciues 
vnwor. 
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vnworthily, and my ground for it,is this; you 
ſce inthe feaſt of Reconciliation, the 10th day of 
the 7th monetH, the Lord tels them there, you | 
ſhall come,and you ſhall keepe it, and you ſhall not ave ' 
worke &c.But is this enough7no,be that doth not | 
attually afflict bis ſowle{ ſaith he)that day,he ſbalbe | 


their hearts were prepared to ſorrow for their | 
finnes, and to take them to heart and bewaile | 
them,this is not enough, (ſaith hee)at this time | 
you mult afflict your toules, that is, there muſt | 
be a ſtirring vp of that ſorrow:So likewiſe you 
finde this in the feaſts, in more places then one, 
that when they come to keepe the feaſts, at. 
thattime they ſhall cate and drinke,and refreſh | 
themſelues,but in any caſe rejoyce Dew. 1 2.8 | 
Deut.16: I will not ſtand to repeate the places, | 
Thar is,it's not enough for you to haue thankful 
hearrs, to haue hearts prepared for theſe things 
in the habit, but you muſt then rejoyce, for it 1s 
the ſeaſon of it (for every thing is good in it's 
feaſon) and the Lord requires it at ſuch a time. 
Thereforethus thinke with thy ſelfe,whenſoe- 
ver thou comeſt to recetuethe Sacramant, this 
is the time that the graces thar I haue, the ha- 
bituall graces,muſt be new pointed asit were, 
they muſt be new wherred, and new ſcowred, 
that they may be bright and ſhining vpon ſuch 
an occaſion, when the Lord calls for it, you 


| muſt then quicken them, and ſtirre them vp, 
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cut off from hu people: Levit. 23.27, Thatis, |1,,;. . 
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thatthey may bc all acted in your hearts. 

And this is one thing, that it's not enough for 
| 2 man to be in Chriſt , rotake the priviledges 
| that belong to him, bur there is a certaine qua- 
lification required that muſt be done at that 
time, when the Covenant is renewed And this 
1s one,to haue the graces thus acted, 

Secondly,there muſt be a new Keconcilsation | 

for the Saints: thoſe that are in the covenant, | 
thoſe that arc regenerare men,(you muſt marke | F | 
it well, forit's a point of much vie) when they | 
commit {innes againſt God, the guilt of their 
finnes 1s retained though they are within the 
covenant, aud are not cut of from Chriſt, but 
are in him; yet(I ſay ) when they haue ſinned, | F 
| che guilr of their {inne continues, and is conti- | F 
nued till they be reconciled, and renewed by | | 
taith and rc pentance;as you ſee it was with Da- 
vid: Nathan would not haue ſaid when he came 
' to him, Thy ſinnes are forginen thee, it there had 
not beene a new thing, it there had not beene a 
thing done at that time; and therefore it inti- 
, mates ſo much,that before it was not forgiuen: 
that is,the Lord was angry with him: you muſt 
know therefore this, that when a regenerate 
man finnes, there is onely a particular guilt,the 
vniverſall guilt of finnes returnes not, for that 
would cut him quite of,that would put him ab- 
ſolutely into the ſtate of damnation, but it's a 
particular guilt, for every particular finne; that 

is, even as a father is pleaſed well with his ſon, 
| and 
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and knowes him to be his ſonneg hee is affected 
to him as to his ſonne,yer hee hath done ſuch a 
particular ation that hath offended him, and 
for that particular offence,he withdrawes him- 
| (elfe from him, hee carries not himſelfe to him 
as hee was wont to doc, being offended with 
him for ſuch a fault,now till the ſonne hath re- 
| conciled and humbled himſelfe for that par. 
| ' ticular ation, though the father haue an hun- 
| dred gifts to beſtow on him, yet hee ſhall haue 
| none gt them, till he hath reconciled himſelfe, 
For thinke with thy ſ(elte(if any finne lye inthe 
| way) when thou comeſt to partake of this pri- 
| viledge to receiue the Sacrament, or when 
! | thou comeſt tocall on God for any particular 
! | mercy,or to haue any requeſt graunted, thinke 
| | then with thy ſelfe,luch a ſinne I committed, 
[muſt humble my ſelfe for it, I muſt labour to 
| make reconciliation , labour to haue this taken 
q | away,that my father may be reconciled to me, 
then come and take the priviledge, for now it 
belongs vnto mee; therefore there is anecefſ- 
ty of renewing my repentance, and reconcili- 
| ation moſt exactly,and to take a very particular 


examination of our wayes when wee come to | 
; recciue the Sacrament, or when we draw neere | 
to God vpon ſuch ſpeciall occaſion, leaſt our | 


farher,(thougſt he be a Father to vs )haue ſome | 
particular quarrell againſt vs, for even hee | 
whom wee call father 1. Pet.,1. 17. Indgeth eve. 
ry man(even his owne ſonne) without reſpect of | 


perſons, | 


"yn 
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perſons,that is,he will not beare any il] in them, 
thus you ſec hee did with Aoſes, with David, 
and others, and the like hee doth with all the 
Saints. This is the ſecond qualification that is 
required betore you can haue any part, in any 
of the priviledges, betore you can atraine vnto 
this aſſurance, to aske and haue, therefore it is | | 
not without vſe, and thatnor inthe Sacrament | | 
onely, but alſo in that which wee haue to de- 
liver, | 
Thirdly, ſuppoſe there be no particular ſin, | 
Jo ſuppoſe the graces you haue,be acted, when | 
you come to receiue the Sacrament; yet there is | 
athird thing required,athird qualification thart | 
muſt be found in the heart of him thar will be a | 
worthy receiuer, and that is, to obſerve well 
| what diſtance is growne betweene the Lofd and | 
| him ever ſince the time,that hee hath in a more 
particular manner becne reconciled to him. 
' This is another thing then what wee named : 
before, to conſider n. &. ruſt hath grown vpon | 
| his ſoule, what ſoylc his heart hath contracted, | 
by converſing in the world,&by medling with 
worldly and carthly things, for the ſoule ga- 
thers ſoyle with medling with them , even as 
the hands doe;,now thou muſt thinke with thy 
ſelfe, when thou comeſt to the Lord , and 
draweſtneere to him in this,or any other duty, 
thou muſt recover that diftance againe, and 
bring thy heart nearer to the Lord , thou muſt 
| draw neerer to him, rhou muſt getthy heart to 
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| a morecloſe, and necre, and inward conjun- 
| tion with him , thou muſt labour to have thar | 
; hardneſſe that thou haſt contracted (as it will 
| bein alittle continuance of time }thou mult la- | 
bour I ſay to haue that rooke away and.remoo- | 
ved, and to haue thy heart fofrened, thou muſt | 
labour co haue the ruſt rubbed off, thou muſt 
: labour ro haue all thoſe things done ; for thou 
muſt know this, That though there was not a 
particular {inne committed, yet as we ce, the 
outward man 15 fubjectro a walling , though 
there be no wounds, though there be no {ioke- 
nefſe, bur is in perte health, and all is well | 
with him, he obſerves all che rules of dyer, yer | 
(I ſay} you fee the outward manis ſubje to | 
waſting, iris ſubject ro fainting, to weakeneſle, | 
and to decay; And therefore rhere muſt be a 
reaewing of dyct, and of ſtrength, or cl(c hee 
| cannot bee able ro hold out : Soiris with the 
| inward man, though there bee no particular 
| finne, though a man did keepe ſome good 
courſe in the wayes of godlynefle,withour run 
ning out eminently or evidently, yet he is ſub- 
je toa ſecret decay. lothat ſometimes hee 
uſt haue ſome ſpeciall meare , ſome ſpeciall 
feaſt, which the Lord hath appointed for that 
purpoſe, (for he doth nothing in vaine:) And | 
if this Sacrament could bee ſpared, that a man 
might keepe the (treng:h of the inward man 
withour ir, the Lord would not pur you to this 
trouble, bur he ſeerh it neceſſary & therefore 


H he ' 
— —_ _ _ ny ON 
6 7 


Reference *, 
> 


——y —Wa_—_— ooo 


_— m—— — — 


_ 
— —— 


— 


—_— 


— - WM — — +» 


——_—_—— 
__— — 


: 
: - 


& Library > 
Co FS 
&2_2” 


————_—_— 


dn.” The ſecond Sermon 


— 


he hath appointed it to bee received, and that 
often, that you might feed vpon the body and 
blood of Chriſt, that you might cate his Acſh 
and drinke his blood, and gather new ſtrength 
from it , that when there is a decay of grace in 
your hearts,may goeto this Fountain, & fill the 
Ciſtcrnes againe to recover your (trength, For 
when a man comes to the Sacrament as hee 
ought,he gathers a new ſtrength,as a man from 
a feaſt, his heart is cheered vp as it is with Fla. 
gons of wine , hee is refreſhed, his hunger and 
thirſt is ſatiſtied, That is, the deſires of his 
ſoule that long after Chriſt, and after righte- 
rouſnes,& aſſurice. And this is the third thing, 
Fourthly, beſides all this; firſtthe ſtirring vp 
of the graces, and the ating of the habits, Se- | 
condly beſides making thy peace and reconci. 
ation with God, and removing of any particu- 
| lar offence, that is betweene God and thee, 
Thirdly beſides this ſcouring off the ruſt, this 
recovering the diſtance betweene God & thee, 
the ſoftning of that hardneſſe which thy heart 
hath contracted , beſides this recovering the 
ſtrength that thou haſt waſted; There is a 
fourth thing required, which is, that there bee 
an /ntention,s particular increaſe of thy wil, in ta- 
king Chriſt, and ofthe defire to Chriſt , of e- 
very grace that knits thee and Chriſt together; 
For there are certaine ſementing graces, cer. 
taine glewing races, that joyne Chriſt & thy 
loule together , as farthand love, theſe are the 
two 
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two maine graces , there are a great traine of 
graces that follow them, bur theſe are the 
chiefe, and theſe I ſay muſt bec intended: For 
what is the end of the Sacrament? is it not to 
knit the knot ſtronger betweene Chriſt and vs, 
to make the ynion more full and perfe, is it 
not to increaſe our willingnes to take and re- 
ceiue Chriſt ? for you know all the as of the | 
ſoule may be intended. Put the caſe there be 
a reſolved ain the heart & ſoule of any man, 
whereby he ſaith thus with himſelfe : I am re- 
ſolved totake Chriſt,and to ſerue him and loue 
him for the time of iy life, yetthis reſolution 


may recciue intention , when a maa is willin 

to doe athing truly, there may bee degrees ad- 
ded'to that will, when there is light in a roome 
(when thou bringeſt in more candles) that 
light may bee increaſed: ſoit may inthis, fo 
may your faith and loue, (by faith I meane no- 
thing , bur the reſolution of the heart to take 
Chriſt, I meane nor the beleeving part, bur the 
eaking part, the at of the will raking Chriſt;or 
receiving him , which is nothing elſe but the 
choiſe of the will thatreſolues totake him.) I 
doe but touch this by the way, becauſe it is a 
point I haue handled already art large, there. 
fore I doe now bur mention it. But thething I 
_ atisthis ; I fay the glewing graces are 
theſetwo, Faith whereby you thus take him 


for your Lord and Saviour, for faiths like the 
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part of rhe compaſle that goeth about & doth 
the worke; whereby we are more knit vato the 
Lord , They haue both their office and their 
place ; You know loue is an vniting affefion, 
therefore this is the definition of it, It & a deſire 
of wnion with that it loves , Now when thou 
comeſt to recciue the Sacrament, or topray, 
or put vp any ſpeciall requeſt, when thou com- 
eſt to haue to doe with God,to make vic of any 
priviledge thou haſt in Chriſt, thy cheite buſt. 
neſſe is to iptend this faith and loue , at ſuch a 
time todraw thee neerer,to make the vnion full 
and perfect. 

You will ſay, how is this increaſed and how 
is it intended? 

I anſwer, Two wayes in the Sacrament,one 
way is the very repetition, the very renewing 
the covenant, the very doing it over againe, 
the reſolution of raking him,(torthere is a mu- 
tuall covenant you know betweene Chriſt and 
vs, )it is confirmed to vs in the Sacrament, hee 
confirmes his, and wee confirme ours ,'as the 
freindſhip betwcene 1onathan and David was 
increaſed by the renewing of the covenant, or 
elſe why was it repeated ? The very repetition 
of the at intends the habit, the habit is increa- 
ſed by the repetition ofthe act, though it were | 
no more; ſothe renewing of the covenant ex- 
ercifeth thy fairh, it ſers aworke thy faith and 
thy loue, when thou comeſt to recetue the Sa- 
crament , the very intention is increaſed : bur | 


this | 
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this is notall, There is another thing in the 
Sacrament that much increaſeth it, and that is 
a thing I would hauc you chictely to take no- 
tice of; Thar is the very Sacrament it (clfe, the | 
clement of bread and wine delivered to thee, | 
withthe very words of the miniſter, Takegy eat, 
this is my body, that was broken for thee ; Take ant 
arinke, this 1s my blood, that was ſhed for thee, and 
for many , for the remiſſion of their ſinnes , for 
when theſe words are ſpoken to vs, if wee did | 
conſider well ofthem, & thinke thus with our | 
{clues ; Theſe words that the Lord himſclfe | 
hath appointed the miniſter to ſpeake ( for! 
therein 1s the force of the, that they arc of the 
Lords owne inſtitution, therefore the ſtrength 
of every Sacrament lies in the inſtitution; That 
| isa'rule in Divinity , the Papiſts themſclues, 
that haue added fiue other Sacraments, cannot 
deny , but that every Sacrament mult hauc an 
immediate inſtitution from Chriſt humſelte, 
even frem his owne mouth, or clſ{e there is no 

ſtrength in it ; ſo that even as it is with all | 
things that are ſymbolls of other things , (as | 
rake markes in feilds that ſtand forthe diviſion | 
of ſevcrall mens rights,take counters that ſtand | 
for Thouſands and Hundreds, the very cflence 

of theſe things ſtands in the very inſtitution of | 
them;)So in the Sacrament,exceptthele words * 
were from the Lords owne mourh that dilive-| 
red it, this very delivering ofthe bread and 

wine, being a {igne to you of the forguenes of 
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your ſinnes, except the Lord had thus inſtitu 
tedir, there had beene no force in it ſelfe, ) 1 
ſay conſider, they are words that theminiſter 
ſpeakes not in an ordinary courſe, but he is ap. 
pointed by the Lord himſelfe to ſpeake them; 
and now when theſe words make a new im- 
preſſion vpon thy heart, iraddes an intention 
to thy faith and loue : for example, (to make it 
alittle more cleare to you, that you may vnder 
ſtand it diſtin&tly.) The Lord hath ſaid this, 
he will forgiue the finncs of all thoſe that come 
vnto him, hee will forgiue them that forſake 
their ſinnes, and take Chriſt Teſus, and louc & 
feare him for the time to come, The Lord 
might haue ſuffered it to goe thus in generall, 
that he hath delivered it vnto you & no more; 
But hce tho!. ht good to goe further , and ſay 
thus to mankind: Its true, I haue faid it, but I 
wil not content my ſclfe withthat, but will 
adde certaine ſeales and ſymbolls, certaine ex- 
ternall ſignes, that thou ſhalt ſee and looke on, 
and I ſay tothee, this covenant haue I made 
with thee, and when thou ſeeſt the bread and 
wine delivered by the miniſter, know this,that 
the thing thatthou ſeeſt is a witneſle betweene 
thee and me: That as it was ſaid by Laban and 
lacob when they made a covenant, Thi ſtone 
be witneſſe betweene vs : And God faid to Noah, 
when I looke vpon the rainebowe, it ſhall bee a ſigne 
that I will deſtroy the earth no more afier this man- 
mer , when the Lord hath faid it, and hath 
appointed 


faith and louc; as indeed it is a great matter to 
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appointed this outward Symboll thar thine 
eyes looke vpon, I remember the covenant, & 
this is afigne berweene vs, this ſhall bind mce 
toit and him likewiſe, Now when this is done 
anew, (it may be every moneth) this is a won- 
drous great mercy , this is a marvellous great 
helpe(ifirt be rightly vaderſtood)to ſtrengthen 
our faith. Doth ir not helpe vs, when we ſee 
the Rainebowe? It the Lord hath appointed, 7 
will remember my covenant , and when thon looke 

on it , it ſhall confirme me, and 1will not breake my 
covenant to deſtroy the world with a flood; For this 
adminiſtration of the Sacrament, when the 
Lord lookes vpon it, hee cannot but remem- 
ber his promiſe and his covenant,of pardoning 
our ſinnes, And when thou lookeſt on it, thou 
art aſſured of it, for hce hath ſaid ir; it ſhall bee 
a ſigne and a witneſſe betweene vs; Now I ſay 
that new Impreſſion that theſe worgs , (thus 
contrived and vnderſtood, and delivered by 
the miniſter) make vpon the heart, it intends 


haue it ſpoken to vs by a miniſter ofthe Goſ- 
pell; ſent from Chriſt, from his owne mouth, 
Take andeate this is my body that was broken for 
y0u: and this is my blood that was ſhed for you and 
for many, for the remiſſion of ſinnes. This is the 
fourth qualification that is required , that our 
faith and loue bee intended, and our vnion be 
increaſed, thatthe will , reſolution, and pur- 
poſe of taking Chriſt for our Lord, receiue 


MOTC 


Am 


&6 The ſecond Sermon | 


—m—_ 


more degrees; that ſo we may be more faſt and 
| firmely vnited and knit ro him, which I ſay 

is done partly by the epetition on both ſides 
| (for the very repetition doth it) and part. 
ly by a new impreſſion that thele words (rake, 
cate &c) make on the foule, Now I addethe 
laſt thing which is required, (ſtill remember 
the maine thing weeare vpon, that it is not ec. 
nough for thee tobe in Chriſt, but if rhou wilr 
bee a worthy receiver, thou muſt haue theſe 
| toure qualifications in thec, that I haue named | 
already; Thou muſt reconcile thy lelte anew, 
| | thou muſt rub off the ruſt from thy ſoule 
which it hath gathered, Thou muſt recover the 
diſtance that is growne betweene God & thee; 
1hou muſt adde an inteading and an increaſe, 
Thou muſt adde more degrees to thy faith 
{ andloue, and after all theſe.) 

Fiftly and laſtly, this is alſo required (which 
1s much for our benefit and comfort) namely, 
to put vpthy requeſt, when thou comeſt neere 
tothe Lord in the Sacrament: Now thou muſt 
not only do this, but thou muſt alſo make ſome 
vic of the covenant, which the Lord hath made 
with thee for his part;{o that thou mayſt thinke 
this with thy ſclte; When I cometo recciuc 
the Sacramear, I hauc but two workcs to doe, 
one is to recovenaat withthe Lord, and to re- | 
new my repentance, and to ſetallcaven, and | 
the other is to remember the Lords cove. 
nant. 
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You will ſay,whart is the Covenant? 
It's a Covenant that conliſts of theſe three 
things or points; Juſtification, 1 will forgiue thy 
ſinnes; Sandtification, I will make you new hearts, 
and new ſpirits, and the third, all things are ours, 
that is, I haue made you heires of the world, 
heires of all things , you haue all the pro- 
miles belonging to you, that belong to this 
life, and that which is ro come;rhis is the 
| Covenant which the Lord hath made. 
| Now thou art bound when thou comeſt ro 
recetu2 the Sacrament, nor onely to remem- 
ber this Covenant, Doe he s({aith hee)/m remem- 
brance of Mee,and not barcly of mee, and of my 
being crucified for thec,and of all the loue that 
| T haue ſhewed vnto thee, butalſo in remem- 
| brance of the Covenant, and of thoſe gratious 
promiſes, which are the particulars of which 
that Covenant is the ſumme: and therefore, 
thus ami is to do, What?hath ctheLord vouch- 
ſafed mee this favour, that-I may come to his 
' Table, I may come and renew the nuprials with 
 him,and renew my covenant with him? Surely, 
'then I will looke about and conſider what 1 
; want, what requeſt I (hall pur vp vnto him, for 
| there is nothing that is wanting, but it is within 
| this Covenant, and thou artto put vp thy re- 
queſt ina ſpeciall manner,whartſoever it be, be 
| it concerning things belonging tro thy ſoule, 
to hauca ſrong luſt mortified,to haue thy hard 


heart ſoftned, to hauc ſome fin that lyes vpon 
J thy 


| 
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thy conſcience forgiuen, and to haue that for. | 
giueneſſe aſſured ro thee: be it any thing that | 
concernes thy particular eſtate, it ir be to be 

delivered from a potent enemy, or whatſoever 

it be, put vp thy requeſt,and that largely, open 

thy mouth wide, that is, make thy requeſt tull, 

feare it not, Put the caſe(againc)it be fomewhar | 
that doth not concerne thee, bur that it concer- 

neth the Church abroad, or the Church at | 
home, ir is a caſe that much- concernes any of ; 
theſe in the Church,put it vpto him, and put it | 
vp with confidence. For this is a marriage day 
(as it were)it is the time when he reacheth out 
his ſcepter (as you know the things I allude to) 
and thou maiſt come to- his preſence : you 
know, when Heſter was admitted to the pre- 
ſence of the King, then ſaid hee, what requeſt 
haſt thou? when you are admitted to the fami-. 
liarity and preſence of the Lord,hee lookes for 
it, and askes what requeſt you haue to put vp 
to him? and the promiſes are large enough: 7 
will giut it, whatſoever it be, if you aske according | 
to my will,and therefore, doin this caſe as Mo- 
ſes vſed to doe- you ſhall finde when <Aoſes 
drew ncere vnto the Lord, when he was admit- 
ted into his preſence, and ſaw him face to face 
(for that was the great privileege Meſes had) 
when there was any ſpeciall apparition of the 
Lord to him, Moſes makes this argument. (ſaith 
hee) it is a great mercy that thou wouldeſt 
ſhew mee this, that ſuch a poore man as I am, 


ſhould | 
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| ſhould haue this priviledge, and giue mee leaue 
'to make vie of it: Lord, sf 1 have found favour in 
| thy [izht,that is,fince thou haſt vouchſafed mee 
ſuch a favour inthy ſ1ght, do thus and thus for 
me: you ſee he made rhis requeſt for the whole 
Church of God and ſaucd them, or elſe they 
had beene deſtroyed. It thou haſt not any par- 
ticular argument in this caſe, ſay, If I have 
found favor in thy ſight,do this: fo I ſay, when 
thou haſt this promite confirmed, that Chriſt 
hath giuen himſelfe rothee,and the ſymboll of 
that promiſc is the bread and wine, which hee 
hath giuen to thee, put vp thy requeſt: O Lord, 
if thou haſt vouchſafed to giue mee Chriſt,w: 
thou not with him gine mee all things elſe? Lord,if 
I haue found favour in thy {1ghr, ro do fo great 
a thing for me,deny mee not this particular re- 
queſt. Thus we ought to doe, eſpecially when 
wee come to things that are beyond nature: 
when we come, let vs conlider with our (clues, 
indeed T hauc a naturall diſpoſition that carries 
me ſtrongly to evill, I ſhall never beable to o- 
vercome it, there are ſuch duties to doc, I ſhall 
never bc able ropertorme them: In ſuch a caſe 
thou muſt doe it the more earneſtly, thou muſt 
ſigh and groane to the Lord: Eliſhs, when hee 
comes todoe a thing ſo much aboue the courſe 
of nature, as to rai a dead child tolife, hee 
ſtghed vnto the Lord, that is, hee prayed car- 
neſtly: Elzah,when hee would haue Raine, hee | 
cryed, he tooke much paines, hee prayed: So 
I 2 muſt! 
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muſt thou doe in this caſez,and know this for 
thy comfort, that though thou thinke thou 
ſhalr never be able ro doe theſe things, to over- 
come ſuch luſts, ſuch hereditary diſcaſes, yet 
rhe Lord is able to helpe thee:though theſe arc 
paſt naturall helpe, yer they are not paſt the 
helpe of grace; though the ſpirit in vs luſt after 
envy;yet as the Apoſtle James ſaith, The _ 
tures offer more grace,that is, the Scriptures offer 
gracc and abilicy, ro doe more then nature can 
doe,nature cannot healc a {pirit,that luſteth af- 
ter envy, orany other thing ; a ſpirit that luſts 
aftcr credir, after money, after the finne of yn- 
cleaneneſle, or whatſocver is preſented: now 
the Scriptures offer that grace, that will over- 
come any of theſe ſinnes, be they never (6 
ſtrong,or ſo old; Chriſt healed hereditary de- 
ſealey, kice healed thoſe that were borne lame 
and bMnde:ſo though thou be borne with ſuch 
luſts, Chriſt is able to heale theeg you ſee a-Pro- 
phet could heale N.gaman of his Leprofie, when 
there was no other that could doe it; ſo ſaith 
Chriſt, Come vnto mee MtPyee, and Iwill heale you. 
So that you {ce wee mult put vp our requeſts 
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EE haue alre:dy made ſome en- 
trance vpon the words; told you | 


what the Apoſtles ſcope is in | 
them, which is to make knowne to all Chriſti. 
ans to whom ke wrote, another great privi- 
ledge, beſides that which hee named before: 
that is, That hee that hath the arm gp life,this | 
( faith hee) is another priviledge, that whar- 
ſocver you aske , you ſhall haue; onely re. 
member that you haue this aſſurance in him, 
rhat is, in Chriſt Icſus: That point, (whar ic 
isrobe in him, thatit may be the ground of all 
the benefits and priviledges wee injoy ) wee | 
handled the laſt day. Now we come to the pri- | 
viledge it ſelfe, 7f wee aske any thing according to | 
his will be hearerh vs, The words are {o plaine, I | 
ſhall notneede to ſpend any time in opening of 
them, bur deliver you the point that layes ſo 
evidently before vs: which is this, That all the 
prayers of the Saints made vpon ea) th,are aſſuredl, 
heard in heaven: whatſoever we aske, (taith hee ) 
according to his will hee hearerh vs, onely the 
conditions mult be obſcrued. When you heare 
ſuch a generall as this,it muſt be limited, there 


are certaine bounds ſer to it,which wee will 
name vnto you: which are theſc foure conditi- 
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Firſt, all che prayers that are made vpon 
eatth ſhall be heard in heaven ; if they be the 
prayers ofa righteous man, and are fairhfull 
and fervent . The perſon muſt be r12hreows, that 
muſt firſt be remembred : becauſe, although 
rhe prayer be never 10 good, yerexcept the per- 
ſon be accepted from whom itcomes,the Lord 
regards itnot : you know inthe old law, the 
blood of Swine was reckoned an abominable 
Sacrifice,yet if you take the blood of ſheepe,and 
compare them together , you ſhall finde no 
difference; Ir may be the Swines blood is the 
berrer:then whats the reaſon the Swines blood 
is not accepted? even becauſe of the ſubject 
of it: it was the blood of Swine, and therefore 
you ſee it was put down, that it was an abomi- 


nable Sacrifice. So it is with prayer; Take the 
| pxayer of a Saint, and the prayer of a wicked 
man,it may be, it you looke vpon the petitions, 
or whatſoever is in the prayer i: ſelfe, you ſhall 
finde ſomerimes the prayer of a godly man 
more cold, and lefle fervent: the petitions are 
not ſo well framed as the wicked mans: yet be- 
cauſe this comes from ſuch aperſon the Lord 
regards it not;you know the condition is men- 
tioned Iames 5. The prayer of the righteous man 
availeth mach, #f it be fervent, Now as this is re- 
quired inthe perſon, fo rhere igſomewhar re- 


vent and faithfull, that it be fervent, you haue 
itin the fameplace, thatthe prayer of arighte- 


quired in the prayer alſo, that is, that it be fer- | 


OUS 


CIm—_—_ —  — — IR 


jb 
pr 
mi 
fre 


| 


————_— 


a——_ } i..; _ 


g_ 94 


HM & __A DA 


A 
- 
d 


S, 

1 | 
n 
re 
Pw 
d 
1- | 
1n | 


C- 


|| hee make his heart perfeR with God: Ithe al- 
{| low any ſinne in himſclfe, hee cannot beleeue 
| ypon any good ground-thercfore when I ſay it 
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ous man availeth much if it be fervent, thar is, 
ir muſt be a prayer made from the ſence of the | 
; miſery thats in vs, and from the mercie of ! 
| God,when a man rakes a thing to heart,thar he 
' prayes for, and comes with confidence to be 
; heard, for that makes hwn fervent. This the 
| Lord will haue, and alſo hee will haue it faith- 

tull: mes the 1. whenthe Apoſtle exhorrts 
| them to prayer, 1f any mn want wiſdome (faith | 
| he\ler b13 aske 18 of God-but then marke, he care- | 

tully puts in this condition, ſee that, Hee pray in | 
| faith,thatis, belecue that it ſhall be done vato | 
| him:now this faith includes repentance, for no 
| man can belceue that hee ſhall be heard,except 


[muſt be tairhfull,rhar alſo is included, wemuſt 
[regard no wickednefle in our hearts, for in tuch 
2 caſe, the Lord heares nor, hee heares not {1n- 
ners.So that rhis you muſt remember, Firlt,che 
perſon muſt be rizhteous, and the praycr mult 
be fervent and fairhtull. 
Secondly , the other Condition you ſhall 
heare inthe Texr,it muſt be according to bu will, 
you muſt not thinke, whatſoever you aske, if 
' you aske it looſely at Gods hands, that it ſhall 
preſently be graunted you: No {faith hee ) ir 
muſt be according to his will, if you aske fire 
from heaven, thatis not according to his will, 
and therefore you ſce, they that asked it, were 
denyed 


2.Cond. 
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denyed it, with this reaſon, you'know not what 
you aske; Likewiſe tofit at his right hand,and at 
his left in heaven, which was another requeſt 
of the Diſciples,he purs them by with this: To, 
wnderſtand not what you aske of the Father, and 
therefore it muſt be according to his will, And 
that is the ſecond, 

Thirdly,we muſt aske it in time,#n ave ſeaſon: | Þ 
for the promiſe is true, Knocke audit ſhall be o. 
pened to you, but you know the fooliſh Virgins | 
knockt, and it was not opened to them, what | 
was the reaſon of it ? becauſe they askt when 
the time was paſt: for there is a certaine accep- || 
rable time when the Lord will be found: and | 
when that opportunity is paſt, he is found no Þ 
more, Itistruc, that this life is therime of 
grace, but God in his ſecret counſell hath ap. 
pointed a certaine time to every-man, which is 
the acceptable time,the day of grace,theretore 


| he ſaith vnto them, T hs day if you will heare-this 


day if you will come and ſeeke vnto mee, if Þ 


you will pray vato mee,T will heare you: when 
ir's paſt,the Lord ſuffers not the dooresto ſtand 
open alwayes, his cares are nut alwayes open: 
therefore that condition mult be carefully re- 
membred, you muſt aske 1n time; Iris a condi- 
tion that ſhould be carctully thought on by vs, 
For, for the molt part, wee fly to praycr as 104b 
did to the A1tar, hee went notto it for devoti- 
on(for then hee would haue done it before)bur 


| when hee was in diſtreſſe, when hee was in ex- 
rremity 


ah 


cremity , then hee fled to it, and therefore you | 
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know what ſucceſle hee h2d by it, it ſaved not 
his life: So we goe not to prayer tor devotion, 
that is, out of love to Gad, to doe him that ſer. 
vice, but (for the moſt part } wee doc it out of 
(clfe loue,whe we are in extremity or diſtreſle, 
we palle the acceptable times tie requires, and 
we gocto him ina time of our ovine: For there 


| is Gods time, & there is our owne time, Gods 


time 15 to cometo him when we may doe bim 
ſervice, in our youth , in 014 ſtreagrh, in che 
flower of our graccs: Ourtimeis togocto him 


| when we need him : Will not a friend fay 


— 
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(when wee never come to him, bar when wee 
haue extreeme need of him ) why doe you 
come now? you were not wontto viſit me be. 
fore, this is not out of loueto mee: Even the 
very ſame anſwer the Lord givethz Goe to your 
Idolls {{aich hee ) rhoſe that you ſerved in the time 
of peace, and ſee if they can helpe you. 

The fourth and laſt condition is, That wee 
referre the 1#me, the manner,the meaſure of gran. 
ting our petitions to the Lord, That is, we muſt 
not thinke ro be our owne carvers, to thinke if 
it be not granted in ſuch a manner, ſuch a mea 
ſure, or ſuchatime, preſently the Lord hath 
rejected our petitions; No, he that beleenes makes 
no haſt: That is, he waites vpon God, he ſtayes 
himſelfe vpon God, he is contentto hauc itin 
that time, in that manner and meaſure, as beſt 
pleaſeth the Lord- me truth is , we know 

not 
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not our ſelues what is mcet for VS; We are vnto 
the Lord juſt as the Parient is to the Phyſitian- 
the Patient is importunate with him, for ſuch 
things torefreſh him , and eaſe him ; But the | 
Phylitian knowes w hat beſt belongs: to him, & 
and when to giue him ſuch things, in w hat 
manner, and in whar meaſure : Sorthe Lord 
| knowes beſt what to doc: Many times he doth | 
the ſame things that we deſire , though he doe | 
it not in the ſame manner : Evc n asthe Phyſt | 
tian he quencherh often the thirſt with Barbe. 
ries, or with ſuch kind of conſerues , what 
though it bee not with drinke? is it not all one, 
ſo the thirſt bee quenched Is it not all one| 
whether a man be hindred from ſtriking me, or | 
if  hauc a hclmerto defendrhe blows ſome- 
rimes the Lord keepes not offthe enemy ; bur 
then hee giucs vs a helaet ro keepe off thoſe | 
blowcs, to bcare thoſe injurics and | evitls that | 
are done to'vs : hee isa wiſe Phyſitian, hec 
-nowes what manner, what meaſure, and wha: 
time 1s beſt, therefore that muſt be referred to 
aim - Now theſe conditions being oblerved 
you ruſt know that this great prev ledge bc 
longs to every Chriſtian, Thar wkalocvc 
praycrs he makes on carth he 5 lure to be hard 
in heaven, 1it1isa wondrous previledge, that 
which wee haue all cauſe to ſtand amazed at. 
that the Lord ſhould ſo farre regard the Sonnes 
of men, togrant them ſuch a Chartcr as this. 
no more bur aske and hauc, and whatlocver 


you | 
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| you pray tor, it thall bce done royou. Bur a 
' man is ready to fay fecretly in his heart when 
he heares it, This is too good to be true, That 
| whatſoever I aske, I thall haue, My Beloved. 
[ confteſle, ir 1s 1 1 ard thing to belceue itas we 
mght to doe: and theretore we come to apply 
ts, we will fpead a little time in endevouring 
to convince you ot the trurh of ic, that you 
may not doubt oft, that what pr ayers you 
| m ke tothe Lord, he is ready to heare them 


[ 
[ 
j 
' 
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| Firſt, conſt: er that whatſoever prayer you | 
þ nake, herakes notice of it, hee obſerucs every | 


petition, there 1s not one p2tit ton that you 
| make to him at any time, but he lookes vpon it, 
| hee ſees what the praycr is, And this thing all- 
| though you thinke it common , (and who is 
| there that know not this) yet ny beloved” 
beleeue this, to thinke that God is oi 
where I make my prayer to him, to rhinke he | 
| ſtands and heares it, even as I ſpeake toaman | 
'thar ſtands & heares me, and vnderſtands wizat | 
[ ſay to him ; This is a grear helpe to vs. That | 
this 15 true: ce In 4. Eph. 6+. Heets 14 8} and \ 
thy ourh all, and over il, That 18, the Lord is, IN | 
every man, he paſſerh through every thing, his | 
eyes runne through the earth, & hee is over all, 
looking what ſecrets arc in mans heart, what 
thoughts, yea before hee chinkes them , hee 
knowes them, becauſe hce ſeeth them in their 
cauſes : He that i isin aman , that lookes in all 


ee me 
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| the ſecret corners of the heart, he muſt needes 
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(cc wharthoughrs he hath , whar petitions hee 
putteth vp ſecretly, even then when his mouth 
(peakes not. And leſt that ſhould be enough, 
ſaith hey/7c is over all; you know one that ſtands 
on high, and lookes over all that is below, hee 
eaſily can ſee whatſoever 15 done; So the Lord, 
heis in all, he is through all, he is over all But 
es 15 enou; 21: for that, only I would haue you 
remember, that hec takes notice of al 1, hee 


Lnowesthy pPraycrs. 

But you will ſay, I doubt not of thar, I make 
no qua (tion but he heares mic, and vnderſtands 
me well cnough: But how ſhall I know that he 
1s willing to grant it? 

You ſhall ſee theſe 2 Reaſons, in the 7, Math, 
where our Saviour vrgerh this very point, .that 
we haue now in hand, trom the 7.vcſc downe- 
ward, 4:ke ((aitl he) and you; ſhall ae, | cerc and 


you ſhall find knocke, and it ſhall be operied vnto you, 

here is thc promile For(he backs it with theſe 
2 Reaſons) 
he that ſecketh, findeth, and to him that knock kerh, 1 
ſhall be opened n'9 his As if he thould ſay; yee 
haue thus reaſon for it, why you ſhould beleeuc 
it, that it is no more but aske & hauc; for (ſaith 
ac} all chat ever asked haue obtained; all that 
cyer haue ſought, hauc found, all that ever hauc 

knocked, it hath been Open. d vntorhem. Thar 
IS, "=—_ throuzh the whole booke of God, & 
ee whar Pp! ayerseyer hay ic bin madero 1m, 6 
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you ſhall finde, that there is not a pray; men- | 
| tioned 
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tioned inall the Scriptures, burir hath beene 
hcard. Now when wee haue (uch a cloud of 
witneſſes, it 15 a ſtrong reaſon,when ir is ſaid to 
vs that there were ncvcr any prayed but were | 
heard, | 
Why, you will ſay, There were many pray- | 
ed that were not heard ; Did not David pr ay | 
tor his Childe, and w 2s not heard « Did nor | 
Pin! pray to be > delivered from ſuch a tempra- | 
:10n, and was not heard? 

My Beloued, Its true, they were not heard | 
tor the particular , but vert I dare bee bold to | 
lay , that Daria was he: card at that time, though | 
(Tay) ) not in the particular z tor though his 
Child was taken away , yct you may ſee the 
Lord gaue him a Ch: 14 of the ſainc woman, 
with much morc advantage ; hee gaue him a 
Child that was legitimate, whickthis\ was not: 
hee gaue him a C *hild that exceeded for = 
dome, Solomon was the Child that he had: 
that the Lord did heare liim,and gaue him this 
anſ{\ver, as it hee had laid ro him, Daw; dThaus | 
heard thee, I know that thou artcxcecding i my 
portunate ; thou ſhalt not haue this , but thou | 
ſhalt hauc another Child which ſhall be better. 
And to hee faith vato Pas! 2. Cor, 12, Chriſt 
reveales this to him; Pu! (faith hee )chough I 
oraunt thce not this particular requeſt , in the 
manner that thou wouldeſt have me, ( To take | 
away the pricke ot the ficth which thou art | 
troubled with) thou ſhalt bee a greater gaincr | 
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to the Lord as hee ought, hce was certainly 


The third Sermon 


by it, thou had(t better haueit then want it. 
when Pau! vnderſtood thatit was a medici: 'C, 
and not a poyſon as hce tooke it to be, hee was 
content and relolved init; And aman relo] 
ve:hnor except he be a gainer. Hee faw that 
Gods power was manifeſt in his weakeneſſe, and hee 
ſaw himſclfc humbled by it, and when he ſaw 
that God gained glory ; and himſcife humilia. 
tion by it,he was content to be denyed in it; $0 
T ſay whoſoever asketh findeth,you ſhall never 
fiad any exaraple but that whoſoever ſought 


heard, or elle he had ſomewhat that was better 
oraunted to him inſtead of it, And this 15 the 
firſt reaſon that is vicd heare, The ſecond rea 
{on is this z rat man among you, if his Son as 
bread, will zine him a ſtone, or * he aske a fijh, will 
give him 4 ſerpent ; if you t en that are evill, know 
bow to Zine good thin 75 to your children, bow much 
more ſballyo your heavenly father gine good things tt 


them which aske him, ((aith he) you be not able 
ro perſwade your (elues of this truth, becaulc 
vou know not the father, for he dwells in light 
in acceſſable , you are not acquainted with 
him, {aith our Savi tour, I will helps you our 
with an argument that you better vnderſtand; 
even vpon earth {faith hee) rake bur afather | 
heare, a father chati Sill (bur the Lord isfull of } 
 800dnes, fathers haue bur a drop, bur a ſparke 
of mer cy in them, whereas the Lord is full of 


mercy, as the Lord is full of light, hee Cod 
0 
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God of all comfort, Yer, (laith he) this father 
(when his ſonne c&mes 'to aske him bread ) he 
is ready to giuc it him, he is full of compaſſion 
and tendernes toward him, doe you not thinke 
that our heavenly father is as true a father as 
he, thar hee loues you as well as they , whoſe 
compaſſion and pitty is much greater © doe 
you not thinke hee is ready to heare his Chil. 
dren when-rhey call vpon him © 0 this is a 
(trong and vnan{werable Reaſon, and this you 
ſeeis backed in 16: 10hn 27. youſecthere the 
loue of a father how it 1s expreſſed tovs; I ſay 
not 2650 you that Iwill asbe the father((aith he) the 
ather himſelfe ' Lones yo; . Marke, as if he ſhould 
h we ſaid , let this bee one ground to you ro 
r}1inke your petitions (hall be graunted, & that 
hey are not oily graunted for my fake , for 
((airh he) the father himſelfe loveth you, and 
hach a great affection to you, thar is in natural] 
parents, there is a narurall affection to theit 
Children, Soif I were not immediatly ro pre- | 
ſent your pctitions (though that bee not exclu- 
ded) yet (taith hee) rhe father hath ſuch an at- 
tection to you, that he carinot chooſe but heare 
you, [ [iy u9t , (aith | hee) :bat Iwill a5herke fa 
ver , f 61 the fatver bm, lfe lones you. So that 
- is the ſecond reaſon, which this promilc 
there backed with, the loue of the facher, 
Chart hee cannot find in his heart to deny vs, 
-ven forthar aFection that hee bearcrh to vs 
We will addc athird Reaton that wee 1neet | 
here 
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hereinthe lame C hap. 16. lohn 2.3. In that day 


you ſhall aske in my name: verily, verily, I ſay vnto 
you, yee ſhall aske the father 1n my name, and he will 
gtuett you, It 15 brought in vpon this occat1- 
on: when our Saviour Chriſt was to goe from 
his Diſciples, they were ready to complaine, 
as we {ecin the verſes before, they were ready 
ty ſay with thenmaſclnes, alas, what ſhall we doc 
when our Maiſter ſhall bee tooke from our 
head 2 Our Saviour an{wers them , you ſhall 
doe well enough doubt you not , for though | 
be not with you ; , yet (ſaith hee} goe to the fa. 
ther in my name and whatſoever you aske of 
him, you ſhall haue it: Sothat he anſwers this 
objection, when a man 15 :cady to ſay, 

Its truce , I know that a father is Exceeding 
loving to his Children: Bur it1 aay be, my car 
riage hath not beene ſuch, I am full of infirmi- 
ries, I haue much in me that may turne the louc 
and affection of my father from me. 

Pur the caſe you haue, yet Chriſt adds this 
for your comfort , If (ſaith he) the father will 
not doe it for vour ſake, yer doubt you nor, it 
you aske in my name, hee will doe itz doe wee 
nor {ee it vſuall among men, That onethat is a 
meere ſtranger to another , if hee geta letter 
from a friend, hee thinkes tO prevaile; and hee 
doth lo, becauſe though it be not done for his 
ſake (it may bee hee is a ſtranger, one that de- 
ſerved nothing at his hands) \ yet ſuch a friend 


may deſeruc much: And when we goc to God 
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inthe name of Chriſt,this anſwers all the obje. 
Riss whatſocver you ci (ay againſt your ſelues 
iris all ſatisfied in this: I goe in his name, Iam 
ſure he hath ſupply,T am ſure he is no ſtranger, 
[know he hath deſerued it,8c. Laſt of alLas he 


Chriſt is rcady to heare vs: wee will adde this, 
that he is ready to heare vs for his own ſake,he 
is A God hearing prayer,faith the Pſalmiſt,thar all 
deth might come ro him,even for this cauſe he 
heares,that men might be incouraged to come 
and (ceke to him ; for if che Lord ſhould nor 
heare,then no fleſh would come vnro him, that 
is, men would haue no encouragement, no 
helpe,theretore hee ſaith , hee is 4 God hear meg 
prayer,doubt ye not, he will doe it, for this pur- 

poſe,that hee might haue men ro worſhip him, 
that men might come and ſecke vnro him. Be- 

fides that, he ſhall be glorified, thou ſhalt call v. 

pon met #1 the diy of trouble, I will beare thee, and 


thou ſhalt glorifie mee, now the Lord is defirous 
of glory,it was the end for which he made the 
world: Burt in not hearing our prayers,he loſeth 


this glory , by hearing our requeſts, the more 
we are heard,the moreglory and praiſe we ren- 
der vnto him. Likwiſe he doth it for theSpecta- 
tors ſake; Moſes often preſenteth that Reaſon, 
Lord doe it, What will the Heathen ſay? and leſt thy 
name be pollated among them, they will ſay thou haſt 
brought out a people, and waſt not able to deliver 


F ee, 


them,So David often, there are many inſtances 
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in that; I ſay, for che lookers on ſake he is rea- 
dy to doc it, All this is enough to perſwade our 
hearrs,that hee is ready to heare vs, that when 
prayers are madeto him on earth,(So the con- 
ditions be obſerved) they are ſurely heard in 
heaven, 

Now to apply this. Firſt, if the Lord be ſo 
ready to heare,then this ſhould teach vs to be 
more fervent in this duty of prayer then com- 
monly weare, for to what end are ſuch promi. 
ſes asthis,but ro encourage vs todo our duties, 
when wee heare that prayer is of To much cfh- 
cacic, that ir —_— with the Lord for any 
thing,ſhall we ſuffer itto lay by [as it were)and 
not make vſe of it?if a drug,or a pretious balme 
were commended tovs, and it were told vs, 
that if wee made vic of it, it would heale any 
wound, it will heale any ficknes, & this & this 
vertue it hath: Will a wiſe mi ſufferit to lay by 
him, will hee not vſc it, and ſee what vertue it 
hath: And when it is ſaid vnto vs,that prayer is 
thus prevalent with the Lord,rhat it is thus po- 
tent,that it is thus able to prevaile with him for 
any thing,ſhall wee not make vſe of ir, when we 
are in any diſtrefle, when wee need any thing: 
when wee haue any diſeaſe, either of foule or | 
body to heale ? Ler vs flyerothis refuge that | 
himſelf hath appointed-Ifa King ofthe earth | 
ſhould ſay ro a man, I will be ready to doc thee | 
a good turne, make vic of mee when thou haſt 
occaſion, he would be ready enoughto do it, 

Now 
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Now when the Lord of heaven faith, aske 
what you will at my hands and I will doe it; 
ſhall wee not ſeeke ro him,and make vie of ſuch 
a promiſe as this: Beloued we are too backward 
in this, wee ſhould be more aboundant in this 
duty then we are, wee ſhould make more ac- 
count of it ; For whatſoever rhe caſe be, if 
you doe but ſecke to the Lord, ifthou doſt but 
ſer downe thy ref{olution with thy ſelfe: well 1 
ſec it isa thing (if I looke vpon the creature & 
the meanes)I haue little hope of, butthe Lord 
is able to doit, and therefore I will goe ro him, 
I will weary him, and I will not giue him over, 
I will not giue him, nor my ſclte any reſt, call I 
haue obtained it: I ſay it is impoſſible thou 
ſhouldeſt faile irfſuch a caſe, Onely remember 
to be imporrunate,for an importunate ſuiter he 
cannot deny. Y ou know the parable of the vn- 
juſt Z#4d;e. You know allo the parable of the 
man that was in bed with his children, when 
the widdow was importunate , when ſhee 
knockt and would giue him no reſt,he giues her 


as many loaucs as he will, faiththe Text; yea 
chough ſhe were not his friend, (for this is the 
meaning of it.) If ſaith hee,the Lord had nor 
much loue ro you,it he had not ſuch an affeRti. 
on, if you did not come to him in the name of 
Chriſt.whom he loues,in whom hee is ready to 
grant whatſoever you aske, it hee were not 2 
fricad to youz yer for your very importunity, 
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he is ready todocit As the vnjuſt Iudge (for 
that is the ſcope of the parable) hee had no 
| minde to grant the widdowes requeſt, hee had 
no Iuſtice 1n him to moue him,hee had no mer- 
cy nor compaſſion, yet tor very importunity he 
graunted it. Remember and oblerue the con. / 
dition, for this is commonly a fault among vs, 
when we goe to prayer, wee thinkethat the ve. 
ry putting vp of the prayer will do it; No,there | 
is more required then ſo. As it is theerror of | 
the Country people, when they heare ſay,thar | 
ſuch an herbc is good forſuch a diſcaſe, they 
are ready to thinke,that(howloever it be trooke 
or applyed/ir will heale the diſeaſe; no,it muſt 
be applyed in ſuch a manner, it muſt be vied in 
ſuch a taſhion. So it is with prayer, you muſt 
not only doe the duty, {and therefore when we 
exhort you toit, not onely to call vpon God, 
for men are ready cnoughte dothar,eſpecially 
in the time of diſtrefle, ) but with theſe condi- 
tions I haue named. You know Geha7z when 
hee had got the ſtaffe of £/ſha, hee went to the 
Child, bur it was not the ſtaffe that could raiſe 
the child from dcath to life, there was ſome- 
thing more required. $0 in prayer, itis not 
meere prayer that will doit,there is ſomething 
elſc, there muſt be other conditionsthat mult 
be obſcrued. For weare wontrto do with it,as 
thoſe Coltries were wont to do with the name 
of Iclus, they thought it they vied the name of 
leſus, it was enough: but yee know whar an. 
[wer | 
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| for the promiſe is made to the party . Acold 


[wer the Spirit giues them, Jeſus we know, and 
Paul wee know, but who ave yee 7 ſol ſay wee are 
wont to do inthis caſe, wee thinke it isenough 
to make our requeſt, and that is all, No,there is | 
ſomewhat more required, you muſt make your 

requeſt in ſuch a manner as yee ought, Then I 
adde this farther, that when thou makeſt them | 
in ſuch a manner, yer thou muſt not thinketo | 
be heard for thy prayers ſake : that is another 
thing wee are aptto faile in, When wee haue 
made tervent prayers, and haue beene impor- 
tunate with the Lord, we thinke now ſurely we | 
ſhall not faile: No,you muſt know this,the pro. 
miſc is not made to the prayer, butrto the per- 
ſon praying. You ſhall not finde throughour 
the whole {cripture, that any promiſe is made 
thus, becauſe wee pray tervently we ſhall be 
heard: bur it is made to the perſon praying,the 
prayer is but the inſtrument: but the meanes by 
which the bleſſing is conveyed to vs, is a 
meanes without which the Lord will notdo it, 


prayer (ſothere be no negle&in ir, ſoaman 
ſecke the Lord,& pray as well as he can,)it will 
prevaile ſometimes as well,as a fervent prayer: 
who indites the petition, who makes the prayer 
fervent? ſurely not thy (elfs, but the Holy Ghoſt: 
he makes requeſt in vs, ſometimes hee makes 
more fervent, hce enlargeth the heart more 
ſometimes, againe the heart is more ſtraizned 
inthe performance of this duty: but both may 
L 3 come 
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come fro the ſame ſpirir, Not, but that we haue 


.| cauſe of much comfort, when wee are able to 


pray fervently,for this is a ground of our com- 
fort,thar when we pray fervently, it is an argu- 
ment that the Holy Ghoſt dwels in our hearts, 
and that our prayers are dictated by him, it is 
an argument, that our prayers come from a 
holy fre within. And therefore fervent prayer 
may giue vs hope of being heard, but yet 
itis not meercly the praycr, but becauſc itis an 
evidence that it comes from a right principle, 
that it comes from the regenerate part, and1s 
made by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt : it is 
notthe very fervencic that prevailes. And 
therefore when you hearc this, that the Lord is 
ready to heare, I ſay make that vſe of it, be fer- 
vent in this duty, remember the conditions: & 
yet withal know,that you are not heard for the 
very prayers ſake,but for Ieſus Chriſt his ſake. 
He makes every prayer acceptable,he mingles 
them with his {weete odours . 

And if you object, O butI am a man full of 
infirmitics. 

You know how it is anſwered in the 5 of 


lames, (ſaith he) Eliah when hee was heard, bee | 


was a man, and a man ſubject topaſſions, and to 
the like paſſions that wee are: As it he ſhould ſay, 
donotthinke that Eliah was therefore heard, 
becauſe he was an extraordinary Prophet: for it 
was becauſe the Lord had made a promiſe to 
him, and hee comes and vrges that promiſe to 
the 
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'[the Lord, and therefore the Lord heard him. 
So (ſaith hee) ſhould every one of you, if you 
haue the promiſe, you may goe and vrge it, as 
well as E{ah did:though you be ſubject ro ma- 
ny infirmities, E/jah was even ſo. You know 
rhere are infirmities and paſſions expreſſed in 
the Scriptures that that hee was ſubjed to. 
And this is the firſt vie wee are to make of it,to 
be frequent and fervent in this duty, fince we 
hauc ſuch a promile . 

Secondly, if wee haue ſucha promiſe,then 
we ſhould learne hence (when wee haue put vp 
our prayers at any time) to make more account 
of them then we doe:for the truth is, that wee 
pray for the moſt part for faſhion ſake, many a 


Vſe2. 


man faith thus-with himſelfe : I will ſecke the 
Lord,if it do mee no good,it will doe no hurt, 
but if wee madethat account of our prayers as 
we ſhould, we would performe this duty in an- 
other manner, but wee do not make that ac- 
coun: of them as wee ought: Wee thinke not 
with our {clues that the prayers that wee make 
are ſurely heard : there be many evidences, 
what is the reaſon, that when wee ſecke the 
Lord, wee doe it fo remifly that wee hauc 
ſcarce lealure to make an end of our prayers: | 
we are foready to haſten and goe about other 
buſinefle,wee are ready to turne every ſtone, to 
vicall meanes to ſceke the creatures with all 
diligence: but who prayes tothe Lord as hee 
ought,to worke his heart to ſuch a fervent per- | 
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formance of that duty as he ſhould? men haue 
ſcarcely leaſure,for it is vſuall withrhem when 
they haue buſinefſe to doe, and enterpriſes 
to bring to paſle, rhey are exceeding diligent 
tovſe all meanes; and yer are remiſfſe in the 
chiefe: what is the reaſon elſe, that wee ſee the 
doores of Princes and great men fo full of ſu- 
ters, though there be porters ſer on purpoſe to 
driue them away;but the gates of heaven are ſo 
empty? Ir is indeed becauſe we do not belecue 
our prayers are heard , wee do but make our 
prayers for faſhion. . What is the reaſon like- 
wiſe,that we vſe prayer in the time of diſtreſſe 
(if it will be an effeuall meanes to helpe vs, 
when all other meanes faile, )why vſe we it not 
before? Burt thar is an argument that wee truſt | 
not to it,ſeing we ve ir, only in the time of ex: | 
| tremity: for if it be not eftetuall, why do we | 
vie it then? Ifir be effeuall, why do not wee | 
vſe ittill that accident ? therefore this viſe wee 
muſt further make, when wee heare that the 
Lord heares our prayers,to make more account 
of them then we do, to thinke that our prayers 
when they are put 'p to the Lord ſhall be 
heard.Say thus with t / ſelfe,well,now I hauc 
prayed, and I expett thatthe thing ſhould be 
graunted that I haue prayed for, when I ſecke 
tothe Lord: Ir'struc,I deny not but wee muſt 
vie the meanes too, wee muſt lay the hands v- 
pon the plough,and yet pray; both ought to be 
done,as ſometimes we viſe two friends, but wee 
truſt 
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confidence in one of them: In like manner wee 
muſt both pray and vic the meanes, but ſo as 
wee pur our chicte truſt in prayer, it is not 
meanes that will doc it. But the truth is, wce do 
the quite contrary: It oray be we pray& vſe the 
mecanes, but wee truſt the meanes, and not the 
prayer - that isa common and a great faulr a- 
mong vs, itis apiece of Atheiſme,for men to 
thinke the Lord regards their prayers,no more 
then hee regards the bleating of ſheepe or the 
lowing of oxen, to thinke hee heeds them not. 
And its a great part of faith to thinke that the 
Lord harkens to them and regards them, as 
certainly he doth, 

But you will fay, I haue prayed, and am not 
heard, and haue fought to the Lord and haue 
found ao anfwere. 

Well,itmay be thou haſt not for 
but haſt thou ſtayed the Lords leaſure* 
that is to bee conſidered in this caſe,) 
times the Lord comes quickly,he giues a quick 
anſwer ro our requeſts ; ſometimes hee (tzyes 
longer: Burtthis is our comfort, that when\the 
returne is longer, the gaine is the greater: As 
we [ce intrades,fome trades haue their returne 
very quicke, it may be the tradeſmens money 
is returned every weeke, but then their gaine 15 
ſo much the lighter ; but when their returne is 
(lower, as is your great merchants, when it 


| ayes three or foure yeares., wee ſee the ſhips 


come | 
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truſt one; wee vie two Phiſitians, but wee put | 
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come home laden,bringing ſo much the more: 


So (for the moſt part) when our prayers doe 
ſtay long , they returne with the greater bleſ. 
fings,they returne loaden with rich commodi- 
ties. Let this bee an encouragement to vs, 
Though I ſtay , the Lord will graunt it ; and 
chinke not with thy ſelfe, I made {uch a prayer 
long agoc,[ found no fruit of it; for be ſure, the 
Lord remembreth thy prayer, though thou 
haſt forgotten it, the prayers that thou madeſt 
a good many yeares agoe, may doe thee good 
many yeares hence; May not a man pray to 
haue his Child ſanctified, to haue him brought 
to better order « Ir may bee hee lives many 
yeares, and ſees no ſuch thing, yet in the end, 
the prayer may bee effeuall : So likewiſe it 
may be in many caſes, you ſeethere are many 
examples for it : Abraham prayed, he ſtayed 
long, but you ſee it was a great bleſſing that he 
had , when hee prayed for a fonne, you know 
what a ſonne he was, he was a ſonne of the pro. 
mite, in whomall the nations of the earth were 
bleſſed, So David when the Lord promiſed 
him a kingdome, he ſtayed long for it: Many 
luch examples there are. Therefore comfort 
thy ſelfe with this : though I Ray long, this is 
my hope , this is my encouragement , that ſu- 
(taines me, If I ſeeke the Lord, and waite vpon 
him, Hee will come with a great bleſſing, the 
gaine ſhall bee heavier and greater, though the 


:c:ine be not ſoquicke and ſudden. 
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Laſt of all when you heare ſuch a promiſe 
as this, That whatſoever you aske you ſhall be 
heardin it, you ſhould hence learne, to ſpend 
ſome time in the meditation of this great pri- 
viledge that the Saints haue;, & none but they, 
This I propound to every mans conſideration, 
that thoſe that are not Chriſtians, thatis, thoſe 
that arenot regenerate may know what they 
looſe by itz and thoſe that are, may vnderſtand 
che happines of their condition, that they may 
learne to magnity it, andto bleſſe themſelues 
in that condition, that they haue ſuch a great 
priviledge as this: Itis no more bur aske and | 
haue, therefore that which in the third place I 
exhort you to, is this, namely to ſpend time in 
the meditation of it, to conſider what a great 
adyantage it is : David cannot ſatisfy him(elfe 
enough in it: In 18. and 116. Pſalmes. Lord 1 
loue thee dearely, he cannot prayſe enough, and 
why? 7 ſought 10 thee in diſtreſſe, and thou heardeft 
me; I called vpon thee , and thou inclineſt thine eare 
to my prayer. I fay con(ider this mercy as you 
ought to doe, it is part ofthethankes we owe 
to the Lord for fo an exceeding priviledge, 
That whatſoever our caſe be, it is no more, bur 
put vp our requeſts, and wee ſhall bee heard: 
When there was a ſpeech among ſome holy 
men (as you know that man that was named in 
the ſtory: ) what was the beſt trade, hee an 
[wered beggerie; Ir is.the hardeſt, and itis the 


richeſt trade. Now he vnderſtands it not, of | 
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{rhe hardeſt, nothing morethard thentopray to 


|fort init, itis the richeſttrade of all others, 


common begpery (torrhar'is the-pooreſt and 
eaſieſt rrade, that condition hee puts in) but 
{faich he) I'vnderſtand ir of a prayer ro God, 
that kind of beggerie I meane, whichas it is 


God as we ought, So wirhall there is this com- 


there is no wayto inrich our ſelues ſo much, 
with all the promiſes that bclong either to this 
hfe; or to that whickris to come: Even as you 
ſecamong men, a Courtier, a Favorite in the 
Court, gets more by one ſuit, (it may be,)then 
a Tradſinan,or Merchant, or husbandman gets 
with twenty yeares labour , though hee takes 
much paines; for one requeſt may bring more 
profit, may make a Courtier richer, then ſo 
many yeares labour & paines: So in like caſe a 
taithfull prayer, put vp to God, may more pre- 
vaile with him , wee may obtaine-more at his 
hands by it) rhen by many yeares labour, or 
viing many mecanes, and therefore iris 4 rich 
trade , and great priviledge , a priviledge that 
we cannot thinks enough of ; thatwee cannor 
eſteenie enough. You haue heard of a noble 
man in this Kingdome, that hada Ring given 
him by the ©xcene , with this promiſe , that if 
he ſent that Ring to her, atany time when hee 
was in diſtreſle, ſhe would remember him and | 
deliver hin, This was a great priviledge from | 
1 Prince, and yetyouſce, what that was ſub. | 
je vnto; he might be in ſuch a diſtreſle, when | 
neither | 


— 
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neither King nor Queene could bee able to 
helpe him , or though they were able, (as ſhee 
was in that caſe) yct it might bee ſent, and not 
delivered; Now then confider what the Lord 
 dothro vs, Hee hath given vs this priviledge, 
he hath given vs prayer, asit were this Ring, 
he hath given vs thatto vſe, and tells vs, whart- 
ſoeyer our caſe is, whatſoever we are, wharſo- 
ever we ſtand in need of, whatſocver diſtreſſe 
we are in, doc but ſend this vpto me, (ſaith he) 
do but ddliver that meſſage vp to me of prayer, 
and ] will\þce ſure to relicue you : Now cer- 
tainlywhat caſe ſocver we are in,when we fend 
vp this, it is ſure to be conveyed, whereſoever 
we are: Againe whatſocver our calc is, we ſend 
it to one Te is able torhelpe vs, which a Prince 
many times is not able rodoe- This benefit 
we haue by prayer . T hat whatſoever we aske 
at the Lords hands, wee ſhall hauc ir; Now 
conſider this great advantage which you haue, 
[t is expreſſed 4 Phil. in theſe words, Be in no- 
thing carefull ({aith the Apoftle:.) And that you 
may ſce wee haue ground for this generality, 
In nothing bee carefull , but in alt things make your 
requeſt, That is , whatſoever your caſe bee, I 
make no exception at all, but whatſoever you 
tand innecd of , whether it concernes your 
{oules or your bodies, your name or your c- 
ſtate, yet be in nothing carefull, This is a great 
matter: There is none amongſt you that heares 
me now , but ſomerime or. other he is carcfull 
M 3 for 
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for ſomthing or other, for which he is ſolici- 
tous, Now when a man heares ſuch a voyce 
from heaven, that the Lord himſelte ſaith to 
vs, Bee carefull for nothing, doe no more but 
make your requeſt knowne, it is well enough, I 
will ſurely heare in heaven and graunt it, Ir is 
a great comfort, Beloved, comfort your {clues 
with theſe words, and thinke this with your 
ſelues, thar this is that Charter, & great Grant 
that the Lord hath given you, and to none but 
you, that what prayers you make to him, hee 
heareth you. 


But it will bee objected, (I ſee the time paſ- | 


ſeth, I will but only anſwer this one objection, 
that I muſt not ler paſſe) why is this ſaid ſo ge- 
nerally? That we muſt in nothing be caretull, 
bur in all things make our requeſt knowne? 
For then if a man were buta poore man, it is 
but going to the Lord, and asking riches, and 
hee — them , If a man were ſicke of an 
incurable diſeaſe, it were no more bur going to 
the Lord, and he ſhould bee ſure to be recove- 
red, If aman hathan enterpriſe ro bring to 

aſſe, It is no more bur goe to him, and it Gall 


done: what is the reaſon then, that godly & | 


holy men haue not theſe things graunted to 
them? 

To this I anſwer, you muſt vnderſtandatwith 
this condition, even as it is with a Father (I 
will proue it to you by that,) ſuppoſe he ſhould 
ſay to his ſonne, I will deny thee nothing, 

what. 
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whatſoever I haue, I will deny thee nothing 
but thou ſhalt haue part in it; Though hee ſay 
no more, yet we vnderſtand it withtheſe con- 
ditions. 

Firſt,that if his child ſhall aske him for thar, 
that is not good for him, or ifthe child ſhould 
refuſe to haue that done,or pray his Father and 
lay, I beſeech you do itnot, when the Father 
knowes it is good: here the Father is not boun4 
he thinkes: as for example, ifa Father ſees his 
child needes Phiſicke, it maybe, the child 
finds it bitter,and therefore is exceeding loath 
cotake it, it makes him ſicke, and is irkeſome 
vato him,ſo thar he carneſtly deſires his Father 
that he may be excuſed, that he might be freed 
fromir, Inthis Caſe, the father will not heare 
| him, for he knowes the Child is but miſtaken: 
On the other ſide; if the Child aske fomething 
that is very hurtfull, if he aske for wine ina fea. 
ver, the Father denyes it him ; No, (faith he) þ 
you are miſtaken, I know your deſire is that 
you might hauc health and recover, and this [ 
know will hurt you, though you know it.not; 
This the Father vnderſtands, and therefore he 
puts in that condition : So when the Lord 
ſaith, 1» nothing be carefull, but in all things make 
your requeſts knowne: It you miſtake the m atter | 
at any time , and your prayer ſhall not bee the 
dictare of the Spirit, (fo thatyee alway make | 
requeſt according to his will) but the dictate 


of your owne hcarts , & ſhall be the expreſſion 
| of 
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of your naturall Spirir, and not ofthe Lords 
Spirit: In this caſe there is no promiſe of being | 
heard, and yet the Lord makes his word good, 
Bee in nothing caretull, bur in all things make 
your requelt knowne, 
Secondly, a Father when hee faith to his 
Child, I will deny you nothing, but you ſhall 
haue part in all that I haue, yerrhe Child may 
carry himſelte ſo, that the Father,vpon ſuch an 
occaſion may deny him, and bee ready to ſay 
vnto him ; well, if you had followed your 
booke , if you had nor runne into ſuch difor- 
ders, if you had not bin negligent to doe what 
[ gaue you in charge, I would haue done it: 
Iathis caſe, the Father withholds the bleſſing 
that hee will beſtow vpon his Child , not be. 
cauſe hee is vawilling to beſtow it, but be. 
cauſe he would thus nurture his Child, hce y- 
ſeth it as a mcanes to bring him to order: So 
the Lord ſaith to Moſes, That becauſe hee had 
ſpoken vnadviſedly , becauſe hee had not ho- 
noured him before the people, at thoſe waters, 
the waters of ſtrife, Therefore the Lord tells 
him by the Prophet,he ſhould not goc into the 
ood land: And ſo hetells David, that becauſe 
Fre had ſinned againſt him, hee would nor giuc 
him the life ofthe Child: So the Lord ſaith to 
vs ſometimes ; I will not graunt you this re- 
ueſt; for though I be willing ro graunt it, yet 
this is one part of the diſcipline and nurture 
that I vic to my Children, That ſuch a parti. 
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cular requeſt , 1 will deny you for ſuch an of: | 
fence; as worſhipping of 1dolls &c.Beloved this is | 


not a general denyall,&this is not for our diſad- 
varage,bur it 1s a helpe ro vs,it makes vs better, 
that lometime we ſhould be denyed; knowing 
hereby thar it is denyed to vs for our ſinne,that 
we may learne to come to the Lord, and renew 
our repentance,and to take that away , that we 
may come to prevaile in our prayers with him, 

Thirdly, when a Father is willing ro graunt 


it,yer he will thus ſay to his child,Though I be 
willing to doe what you aske at my kink, yet | 
I will not haue you aske it rudely, I will haue 
you aske itin a good manner, and a good fa. 
ſhion. (For when wee come to call ypon God, 
and come in an vnreverent manner, in ſuch a 
caſe the Lord heares not.) Or againe, hee wil) 
fay to his child, I am ready to heare you, but 
you muſt not aske in a negligent manner, as if 
you cared not whether you had it or no:So the 


Lord ſaithto vs; I will haue you to pray fer- | 


vently , you ſhall aske it, as that which you 
prize. Againe he will ſay to his child, I am wil- 
ling to beſtow this vpon you, but I do not giue 
you this mony: to ſpend it amiſle, to play it a- 
way, to ſpendit intrifles, and geugawes, that 
will doe you no good: So faith the Lord, Iam 
willing to giue you riches, þut not to beſtow 
vpon your luſts. Thus ſpeakes the father to his 
child,when hee comes to aske,hee tels him hee 
muſt. come in ſuch a manner as becomes a 
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child, hee muſt ſpeake to him as ta Father, 
he muſt ſpeake with confidence pgTeceiue it: 
Soalſothe Lord tels vs, wee muſt come.in faiths 
Sothat (ina word ) this is to be remembred; 
Thatthough the Lord promiſe, thathee will 
giue whatſoever we aske,and bid vs,in nothing 
be carefull, but make our requeſts knowne, yert | 
notwithſtanding this, he would haue vs to vn- 
dezſtand thar our requeſts be made in ſuch a 
manner as they ought to be. Againc, laſt of all, 
it may be the Father is willing to do it, bur hee 
makes alittle pauſe, ke will not giue ir preſent- 
ly,and ſuddenly to his child, though he pur- 
ole ro beſtow ir vpon him, that hee may come 
by it with difficultic : So the Lord vſcth to 
with hold his bleſſings many times, that his 
child might be exerciſed in prayer, and ſeeke 
him the more,and likewiſe that he might come 
the hardlier by the bleſſing, that ſo hee might 
learne to prize it more ; orel{c he will be ready 
rodo as young heires: As itis with ſome when 
they never know the getting of it,they ſpend it 
eaſtly;but hethat hath known what it ishetakes 
more careto his cſtatc,he looks more diligent. 
ly co ic: ſoir would be with vs in any bleſſing, 
if we hadit with ſuch facility as we would, we 
wouldnot make much account of it, but when 
it comes with ſorge hardneſſe, with ſome diff- 
cultie, it teacheth vs to ſet ahigher price on it, 
and1o it makes vs more thankefull, it teacheth 


_ 


vs togiue more praile and glory tothe Lord. 


There 


OO I—— ——_ — 


- _ CIT >—— 


= , 


% 


L _— 


| 0n the Sacrament, 


| There are many that haue had a {ickneſle long, 
and have gbtained health with much prayer, 
'and much contention , and therefore they 


learne to prize it more, then another that ob- 

rainesit eaſily. And thus itis in every like caſe. 

' || Sowhen you heare this great priviledgo: that 
it is no more, but,aske and haue:and,be in nothin 

| careful , but in every thing make your ce 

| knowne:yet(I ſay )theſeconditions muſt needes 

be inſerted, theſe are ſuch as muſt be inclu. 
ded. Bur theſe conlidered, remember 
this priviledge, rejoyce in it, letthe 
Lord haue thepraiſe of it,that 


Whatſoever we arbe accor- 
ding to hu will, hee | 
heareth vs, 
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